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ROSS TOWNSHIP. 

ROSS t o~~nsh ip ,  one of the largest and wealthiest in tlle county,. 
eahmced, in the original division of the county into political towns,. 
'nearly all of the northeastern qnarter of the countj~, and contained all 
,,f congressio~lal tow~lships 23 N. II W., 23 K. 12 W., 22 N. 11 W., 
293. 12 W., half of 21 N. 11 W., half of 21 5. 1 2  W., and the f rao  
lions of 21: 22 and 93 N. 10 W., which lie between these former and 
tlie Indiana line-more than five congressional tohvns in all. I n  1862 
it ~ 8 s  divided by a line through the center of it, and now embraces the 
ilorth half of, to~r~nships 21-11 and 21-12, and all of 92-11 and 2 s 1 2 ,  

the northern tier of sect io~~s and north half of the second tier. 
I 

The north fork of the Vermilion river runs nearly through its center,. 
from north to south, cutting the northern line a little west of its center, 
running in a southeasterly direction, and leaving i t  a little east o f  the 
middle of its soutllern border, with an eastern branch, ~ ~ l l i c l l  is joined 
br another branch called the Jordan (from some snpposed relation, by 
the eye of faith, to the good old ricer of " stor~ny hanks "), running 
from its eastern borclers. Bean creek, a tributary to the middle fork, 
rous through the northwestern portion of the town in a westerlv direc- 
tiol~. Kumerous small streams and rivulets, fed b -  livirrg springs, feed 
these streams, making Ross one of the best watered regions in the  
ronntj. Along all these streams a splendid grontll of native forests 
FRY. a portion of which has, of conrse, been cut off. the land being 
111ade into farms ; -while in many places where there was onlj- a scant 
g r o ~ t h ,  kept down by f'requent fires, now a strong, heavy growth 
rlioas the rapid increase of western forests. 

"Hubbard's Trace," the original hiyhrvay of travel between this 
~ n t h e r n  comltrc and Chicago, ran through the town, and in time gave 
place to the old '< Chicago road," wllich was k n o ~ r n  farther north as 
@*State road," and in Chicago itself became known as State street, a 
name it yet bears. Along this timber and near this road the first set- -- 
tlements were made, verv soon after the coun t .~  mas organized; and 
its prairies earlc beca~ne the honles, first of the great herds which 
pioneered these n a t ~ ~ r a l  fields, and later of the thrifty men and women 
"ho brought its broad acres into use. 

ROSS is preeminently a fiarming to~i~nsllip. With the exception of 
the pleasant little village of Rossville, on its northern border, \\-here a 
f e ~  fanlilies collected along the timber long knowrl as Liggett's grove, 
 here the Attics road crosses the Chicago road, and ~rllich in time 
W i n t o  one of the prettiest little western villages in all this eonntv,  
and one or two mills, her entire enterprise was agricultural. The sick- 
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ness which is consequent upon every early settlement, made havoc 
wit11 the early calculations of many a family; but the great natural 
resources of the rich country they had come into, needing only the 

of the plow and the raking in of the golden grain to pot its 
energetic laborers into the possession of competence and wealth, those 

. who first learned. tbat the prairies would support il~%inan life reaped the 

richest rewards of their superior judgment or experiments. The 
Gundys, Gilberts, Greens, Davisons? Chenoweths, Yanns and others 
found i r ~  Ross the full fruition of youthfd hope in the landed prosperity 
of maturer years. For a long time, and up'to mithin the last decade, 
tile people were not vexed with railroads or " those bonds" which even 
in apostolic tinles were a chief source of regret. In IS72 the Chiago, 
Danville & Vincennes, now known as the Chicago 8k Eastern Illinois 
railroad, was built through the center of the town, giving rail con- 
nection with the col~nty seat on the south and Chicago, and in 1877 the 
Havana, Rantoul $ Eastern road nras built through nearly the center 
of the township east and west, so that they are supplied with all the 
railroads they mill ever need, to the remotest point of time. The 
latter is a narron-gauge road, and as far as this portion of the state is 
concerned, is a pioneer effort. While it is claimed to be a financial 
success, i t  is still, probably, a problem to be solved by time, whether 
i t  will follow the wake of all the more recently built roads into the 
wreckers' hands. 

As early as 1836 Elihn, Isaac and Nathaniel Chauncey entered a 
large part of the land in township 51 north, range 11 east, in this and 
the adjoining town. The same parties entered a large arnount of land 
in other townships. The? were Philadelphians, and never came nest 
to live. Their affairs in this county were managed by Henry L. Ells- 
worth, who also entered considerable land about the same time. These 
parties are all dead, and the lands have been divided arnong their de- 
scendants. This land has mostly been sold, but some still remains 
unsold and uncultivated. 

The town took its name from Jacob T. Ross, who oaned a tract of 
land in section 9 (21-II), from which the timbers for the old mill nhich 
was built by Clausson on section 5,  about 1835, mere cut and hem. 
H e  seems to have had an interest in the mill, for he fi-mished the tim- 
bers, and afterward became the owner. For a long time it was knolvn 
as Ross' adill, and t.here the early elections and town meetings Were 
held, and very natorally gave name to the town, although there mas 
an attempt to call it North Fork. 

The Davison family and their relatives, the Gundys, were probabl~ 
the first white people to find a permanent home in Ross. If any ve* 
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li.in,@ here before them there is no means of now verifying it, although 
fi Eon and Mr. Liggett may have been here a few months earlier. 
The writer has been placed under many obligations to Mr. Thomas 
~ ~ ~ d y  for tnany of the facts in regard to early settlements, which he .  
believes will be found s~~bsta~lt ial ly correct. With a mind clear and 

' 

Mr. Gundy seems not to be distracted by cares of family, mer- 
chandise or politics, SO that he hss been a very valuable assistant. 

Andrew Davison and wife came here from Franklin county, Ohio, 
after they had brought up a considerable family, in 1828, and took 11p 
land in section 13 (21-12), near 314-ersville. H e  had a little means, 
and his children a good deal of pioneer strength and enervr. 3~ H e  had 
long hoped to find a new home, where land was cheaper, so that his 

could secure ihrms for themselves. They had seven cl l i ldre~~ : 
bmej, Robert, Sally, Jane, Susana, Betty and Pollj-. Two of these, 
James and Mrs. Joseph Gandy, were married when they came, and 
soon after, young Joseph Kerr took the trail which the retreating Da- 
&ns had followed, and came throngh the ti~liber of Indiana and mar- 
ried the Davisorl of his choice. Andrew Davisnn sax his children all 
nicely fixed, haring taken up land all around him, before death called 
him a ray  in 1S41. The land office at this time was in Palestine, in 
Cranford comltg, a now almost forgotten county  village, but there 
thepioneers of Vermilion had to go to enter their land, until the land 
department was convinced that it ought to be removed to Danrille. 
The seven children of Mr. Davison gren- LIP and became one of the 
most important fanlilies in settling this wild couotr-j. Jatues lived on 
the farm which he had entered until 1873, n-hen he moved to D a n d l e ,  
where he died. H e  left two children : a son at 3 1 - e r s ~ i l l e ~  and a 
daughter, Mrs. Tuttle, at Danville. Robert carried on e h r m  in sec- 
tion 8 (31-Il), one mile south of the present village of Slrirl, till 
1543, %hen he died, leaving a f'amilv of fifire children. His son. John, 
c~ntinued to work the far111 until the first call for troops rung a lo~lg  
the banks of North Fork, when he enlisted in the 4th Caralry, and did 
issaliant service, stamping out rebellion as he had done in killing out 
the rattlesnakes on his ancestral acres. Since his return he bas been 
en~ged  in mercantile pursuits at Rossrille. James, arlotller son, lives 
On the old homestead. He also served in the army. Eobert, the third 

young Inan of much promise, m-ent rritll his brotllers: but did 
'Otretnm wit11 them. H e  gave his j-onrlg life to his conntry, - a sac- 
rifice to national unit)-. H e  died a t  Salem, Arkansas, a member of 
[be 25th 111. Mrs. Ingrnham lives near the old ho~nestead? and Mrs. 
&gee in Indiana. Of the daughters of Mr. Andrev- Dmnron, &h-s. 

GundS died before her husband ; Mrs. Joseph Kerr died some 
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years since, leavine 5 five children, who live in the 'jcinitr of M~~~~ 
ville ; Mrs. Josiah Henkle died early, leaving three daugilters; h-. 
Mathers lived with her parents, and at her death left one dallghter 

Jacob Gundy. the father of the farnily of that name, who 
prominent for half n century in the history of Ross and of vermilion 
-county, had been a soldier in  the revolutionary tvar, 2nd llad more, 

I early from Pennsylvania to Chillicothe, Ohio, where he lived on a farm : 

until he followed his son Joseph here in 1630. Joseph llad immigrat- 
ed here with the Dacisons. William and Thomas, and &frs. dbram . 
Woods came with their father. Jacob, Jr., came here a feJT Tears 
afterward, and so011 after went to Missouri. Mr. Gundy, Sen., a 
widower, and made his home around with his children; he died at  a .. 
good old age, in 1842, and was buried at the GondS burial ground 
near Myersville. They made their first settlement near the south line 
of Roes township, near where Joseph lived. Joseph came here to find 
a new country, where land would be cheap, and as soon as he L. across 
the state line he expected to find things as he wanted. He tool; up .. the first land he could find, subject to " squatter sovereignty, or entr~. 
H e  carried on farming very successfully, and acquired nine hundred 
acres of land ; raised stock largely, bought and fed, but did not adopt 
the more hazardous and speculative undertakings --  , ; he sold his stock to 

drovers. H e  often sold to the Funks, to Willianlsoil on Sugar Creek, 
to Ohio men, and to others from Pennsylvania. He had t so  children 
when he came here, and ten were born to them here, four of ~ h o m  are 
now dead. Of the eight living children all but one live in the colmtj: 
Mrs. Isaac Chrisman, in Ross ; Mrs. Dr. Henton, in Dandle ; Brs. 
John  Davison and Mrs. Milton Lee, at Rossville ; Andrew rras a large 
and successfill farmer and engaged in  mercantile pursuits, was largely 
interested in public affairs, was a member of the legislatnre in 1875. 
and proved by his long acqnaintance with the wants of the people and 
the breadth of his general intelligence a useful and safe legislator. 
After the failure of Hon. John C. Short, Mr. Gand- and some others 
undertook to stand in the breach and save the important cod interest 
which Mr. Short held, but the continued depression of trade and the 
large shrinkage of' values was more than they could stand, and financial 
failure followed. There was little reason to doubt that the i m e u s e  
coal fields controlled and owned by the Exchange bank, would event- 
ually pay all the debts of that concern, but the depression of the 
trade so redneed the profit that thev ceased to be a sollrce of revenue* 
Mr. Gundy is now engaged in firming near Bismark. Francis and 
Joseph have been engaged in farming and in trade. Thomas Gundl 
was killed by lightning in 1855 ; Ile was fixing a fence d e n  the storm 
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BPP and started to go across the field to the house when the 
accident occurred. Joseph Gnndy, Sen., died at Myersville in  

1565, &sing a useful and successful life. William Gund?, the - other 
brother, who came with his fathey in 1830, married and raised a family 
"- - .  
ofseven children, who are now scattered, the sons living in Missouri. 
fie and his wife died in 1851. Mrs. Abram Woods, after her bus- 
bad's death, went with her five children to Missouri. Thoinas GLm- 
dv, who non7 lives at  Rossville, has been a prosperous farmer, and nomT 
ifis practically retired from hard TT-orli. H e  om-ns the Abraln Woods 
farm, a farm nesr Alvin, one a t  Gilbert Station, and three small f a m s  
,,st of Biamark. H e  has beer] remarkablv prosperous in all respects. 
E~ has, ho~rever, never aspired t.o official position, though he has been 

pressed into township office. H e  has seen this county ., 
golr from a wilderness to a fruitfill field. 
u 

John Delllorest came here from S h a ~ ~ ~ n e e  Prairie, Indiana, l%-here 
he llad buried his ~vife with his three daughters. about IS", alld 
entered land in section 6 (21-1 I), and in section 1 (21-12). H e  owned 
about four llllndred acres of land. H e  was a local preacher, arid for 
'ears gave his time very largely to the work of bnilding up christianity 
in this county. He mas a strict rnan in  all that pertained to religion, 
morality and family government, and as strict and honest in his deal- 
ings with his fellow-men. H e  and Daniel Fairuhil d were mnch together 
in the ministry, and went here and there holding meetings. N o  one . 

can over-estimate the results for good of these earnest, plain Inen: who 
preached as they went, and ~rorked  for the kingdom I .  continually. 
Father Demorest sold his farm to Reu be11 Ray in 1866, and soon after 
rent to Ohio, returned here, and renloved to Kansas in 1870. where 
he died. His daughter, Mrs. Eli Pairchild, resides ill ~ l o u n t  town- 
ship. 

Probably no person has ever beet) identified more large117 in every- 
thing whicl~ pertains to the welhre of Ross than Xlran ~ i i b e r t .   is 
Mer ,  San~uel Gilbert, wit11 tn-o brothers, came from Ontario county, 
SeaTork, to Danville, in 1526. The;- had bnt little idea where they 
vere going ~ 3 - 1 ~ ~ ~  they made their F T - ~ ?  ~ O T \ - I I  the Alleghanr River, and 
rere probably attracted here more by rhe fact that the salt ~rorl is  TI-ere 
here in the count71 tllan any other one thing. The Gilberts established 
a fewr at rilfe, built a mill. It  as rather a cheap affdir: but 
"as not cheaper than the custom of the country-. With corn 0111~ six 
cents to ten cents per bushel, and about fifty cents per bushel, 
it collld hardly be tllat grinding for the tenth bnsllel ~ f - o d d  
Papreturn on a very Ialge inrestmerlt. Alvan ~rorked around Dan- 
~ l l e  about six Tears, tending mill and such other work as he cotdd 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



656 HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY. 

find to do, until 1832, when he married a daughter of Robert H ~ ~ ,  
and bought his interest in the iand he (Rorr) had lived on, in 
25, where the Chicago road crosses the north forli. His house mas a 
little log cabin directly in the road leading to the old bridge before 
the road was changed to the new bridge. H e  afterward, in 1839, sold 
this place to his father, Samuel Gilbert, and bought the Liggett farm 
at what is now Rossville. Mr. Samuel Gilbert was soon after appointed 
postmaster of the new post-office, North Fork. Dr. Brickwell, allo 
was a neighbor of Gilbert's at this time, s2.y~ that at one time the mail 
was delayed six weeks by water, and when it did finallv V arrive, 
and the great rush of mail matter, damnled up for six long weeks, fell 
into the goodly people around where Mann's chapel now stands, and 
postmaster Gilbert had called in a bee of the citizens to help him 
open, sort, distrihnte, arrange, count, and deliver-for there were no 
railroad po~t-offices in those times - i t  was found that there was just 
one letter in the mail, all told ; and the Doctor tllinlcs that had the 
flood lasted another six weeks i t  would have "dried up"  the post-office 
itself, so that no further mail matter would eyer have come there. 
Samuel Gilbert's house was one of the early preaclling-places of the 
Methodists, and was the real forernnner of Mann's chapel, ~ ~ h i i h  
stands very near the spot where his house was. It was castomarj for 
the worshipers to take their rifles along with them when thej- -rent 
to church, and, when returning, s h ~ u l d  a stray deer come waltzing 
around in an ungodly crusade against the qniet of the Sabbath, he aas 
very apt to get shot for his temerity. Few snch Sabbath-breakingdeer 
were ever actually known to return to the cool- retreats. Sanluel Gil- 
bert died in 1855, leaving four children. His two daugllters had mar- 
ried, and gone west, his two sons living here. Both are now dead. 

Mr. Alvan Gilbert, mentioned at length in a snbsequent part of 
this township, almost immediately, on his settlerne~lt in Ros,~. became 
recognized as one of 'the most useful: well iufor~ned and pblic spirited 
men of the county. 

John Liggett, who lived at, and gave the name to Liggett7s Gro~e ,  
came to the place where the late Hon. Alvan Gilbert long lived, about 
1829, and took up land in section 11 (22-18). This $ace mas on the 

Chicago road, and was a place ibr travelers to stop ; slthongh he did 
not claim to keep hotel. He died in 1838, and was buried near the 
present residence of Dr. Brickwell. His widom- and children remained 
here some years and then went to Oregon. 

Thomas McEibben first settled with his father in section 32 ( 2 ~ 1 ~ ) :  
in 1830 ; he afterward lived in different parts of the county, but 
was his first place of residence. H e  was in the ~lizclrhawfi war: 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



ROSS TOWXSHIP. , 

the first deputy sheriff, and served two terms as sheriff'. H i  took 
,,ter delight in hunting a horse-thief than in eating a meal of victuals. 
b Be ~ 8 s  a very popnlar man in the early days, and a very competent 

People always slept soundly when they knew he mas s11eriE. 
Be at one time owlled a farm a little south of where Hoopeston 
ROV is. 

Oli~?er Prickett came from Brown county, Ohio, with his father, in 
1835, They farmed a while on the Spencer Brm and on the Crockett farm 

of Dnnville, and then came to where Rossville now starhs. Asel 
Gilbert had entered a quarte~section joining Liggett's north. There 
rere no families in that part but Liggett's, Gilbert's and Bickllell's, 
the latter two in what is now Grant township. A t  this time, in fact imme- 
diately after the close of the Blackhawk war, Chicago became a place of 
trade for all this country. Instead of sending their produce down the 
rirer on flatboats, they began to team, or "haul,'? everything- to Chi- 
i a p ,  and look to Chicago for-everything they had to buy. Verv soon 
people began to bring salt from there that was boiled in Syracuse, New 
York, in place of that made at Danville. The Board of Trade is 
not more disastrous in its fluctuations and prices, no more uncertain 
in Chicago to-day, than thev were in those old times. Farmers took 
'oats to Chicago and sold for $1.50 per bushel; at another time they 
rould hardly bring ;': a bit a bushel." Corn had no market price, but 
hides and pelts were always cash. 'Pork was very regular in piice, and 
nsually brought enough to pay the farmer ten cents for his corn, that is, 
after about 1538. Before that, for a few years, the high-pressure specula- 
tive times of 1835-6, and the consequent crash of 1837, changed the 
prices of every commodity from a normal to an abnormal condition. 

Albert Cornstock, now of Rossville, entered land in 26 (2%12), in 
1937; a few years later he sold to his brother-in-law, Clark Green, and 
established himself a t  a Bichell's Point," wllich was the point of tim- 
ber north of Rossville, and the most inorthern of any timber on the 
Chicago road nntil you reached the waters of the Iroquois. The beau- 

farms which spread over this delightful " divide " hardly suggest 
the scenes, the trials, the suffering consequent upon the droughts of 
summer and the severe cold of winter, crossing this wide stretch be- 
meen the Vermilion 2nd the Iroquois. " Estrernes meet," the philos- 
ophers tell us. Those who have crossed this arm of the " Grand Pmi- 
rig' can testify to the rugged truth of this in  their experience. NO 
"ads mere ever nicer than these prairie roads when the weather was 
favorable. The smooth even surfaces where the wheels run, divided 

by the strip of turf a few inches wide in the middle, mere per- 
f@ti~nitself. Not a jolt or jar marred the even tenor of the teamster's 

I 42 
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wagon ; no load was too heavy for the ordinary team ; and =Ilen during 
the lono L? pleasant hlls  which were common in this state, the fresh 
breezes fanned the fatigue L from faint teams and drivelss. no  labor was 

than thh. When long-continued rains had s\ve]led the 
slong1:hs to swimming rivers, and ruts had been worked illto the black 
stick " of the prairies deep enough to sink a horse, and black night had 
overtaken worn out nature, and the terrible storms which sivept these , 
weat prairies held sway where so recently all was lovely, the 1 b 

may be partially imagined bp the reader of to-day, but never realize>. 1 
The extremes of pleasurable travel and disastrous suffering met 

i now the finest farms, the most pleasant villages, and colnfortable rail- 
roads rule. { 

The old mill, still in good running order, standing a little northwe5t 
of Alvin, is historic. Mr. Clawson put op a saw-mill in 18.38, and a 
year or two later added a grist-mill. Soon after this, the two Chrig 
rnans and Sommerville were at work building a mill at Myersville, 
One of the Chrismans was killed by the falling of earth from a race- 
way which they were attempting to tunnel. This circumstance induced 

athem to abandon the work at Myersrille, which they sold to M j e ~ ,  

and bought the Clswson mill. They run i t  with very good success until 
1848, when they sold to  John Hoobler, fro= Perrysville, Indiana! a 
preacher of the United Brethren denomination, and the pioneer of that 
church. In 1851 he sold to Jacob T. Ross, \rho had taken an interest 
in its building as before noticed, and i t  came to be called frotn that 
time Ross' Mill. Ross put in  a small stock of goods for the aceomme 
dntion of the neighbors, which was the first store in the township. 
Here the first town meetings and elections were held. Xr. Ross sold 
the mill in IS58 to John L. Persons, who after running it a feagears 
was murdered, abont 1862, by four men who, the evidence shoaed,had 
formed a conspiracy to kill iiin on account of a dispate about a pocket 
book. Miller and Persons had disputed about the settlement of an 
account of less than five dollars, at the store. Getting angry while he 
had his pocket-book in his hand, he laid i t  down, and forgettillg 
he went home. H e  afterward hired the three men - Sanders, smith' 
and Moore - to get his pocket-book, or in case they did not ~llcc@d;to 

kill Persons, giving them a gallon of whisky, and agreeing to give half 
the money that %--as in the pocket-book (about ten dollars). Themen 
agreed to  go together at a given hour and make a demand on him, ex- 
pecting, of course, to get the pocket-book without fhrther trouble; 
Moore, who i t  seems had the c ~ ~ s t o d y  of the whisky, took down-more 
of it than just enough to keep his pluck up to killing point, and sallied 
out aod killed Persons on siaht ,S 9 without even derna-ndino 5 satisfaction* 
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He then hunted up his confederates and told them their help was not 
Deeded. Smith was arrested and turned state's evidence. Sanders got 
,short term in the penitentiary, and Moore went into the army. On 
persons' death the property came into the hands of Sangster & Swnzey, 
of~incinnati, Ohio, and about 1867 John Mains, the present proprie- 
tor, bought it. I t  st,ands practically as it did forty years ago. 

8. J. Miller took up land three miles east of Rossrille in 1834. 
Heincreased his farm to about six hundred acres, and remained on i t  
till he died, in 1871, and his family reside there yet. Willard Brown 
came from New York and took up a farm a little southeast of where 
Alvin now is in 1835, and remained there until he died, in 187s. H e  
lras a good specimen of the hardy pioneer; a hardy, honest, upright, 
tree man ; a good citizen and faithful father. Several of his children 
$till live here to honor and revere the melnorj7 of his upright life. L. 
M. Thompson entered land southeast of Rossville. H e  now lires in 
the village. H e  has long been interested in everything pertaining to 
the public: aEairs of his town, and is a public-spirited and uscfi~l citizen. 
Abram Nann, who, on account of his intelligence, education, great 
north and wealth, held a commanding position in. the new settlement, 
came here first in 1836. H e  was an Endishman, L and had been only a. 
short time in this country, living for a gear in Herkimer county, New 
Yorb, where Abijah and Charles A. Mann,-prominent then and since 
in the politics and business relations of central New 'York,- lived. 
m e n  he came to this county he lived in Dancille a year, and entered 
ssreral sections of land around where he afterward made his home, 
and the next year commenced his large farming operations here. His 
nife dying, he took his four children back to England in 1839, for a 
fen years, and engaged Dr. Brickwell, then an energetic and progress- 
iw young man,- now an honored and esteemed physician of Ross- 
rille,--to superintend his aff'airs. After his return from England he 
put hiis large estate into productive cultivation. I l e  ~ e n t  largely into 
cattle-feeding, aisning to feed u p  all that m-as raised on his large farm. 
- 
He was a strong friend of edncation and religion, and exerted a good 
iduence br his example a.nd the liberal use of his means,-never 
ostentatious, but al\~ra?-s giving a generous support to all that good. 
He lived here until 1865, bringing - up his four children to honest and 
bnpl industry, inculcating the spirit of strong religious fa,ith which 
P@sesse$ him. and the liberal sentiments which were a marked trait in 
hischaracter. ' One act which marks the character of the man may be 
mentioned. In 1856, believing that the society then n~orshiping in the 
~001-ho~se needed a church, he offered to make and furnish all the 
brick necessary to put up such a church as the society should choose 
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to  build - the larger the7 should decide to build the better. M~~~~~ 
James Gilbert, Messic, Demorest, B. C. Green and R. R. R~~ 
selected by the church to see that a good house of worship was pnt np 
The building is 30 x 45, and cost, including the donations made, $3,a00: 
Of Mr. Mann's children, two were married and have died. The other 
two remain on the farm. I n  1875 they built probably the finest 
dence in Vermilion county, at a cost of $25,000, brick. 

John Ray, about 1835, calne to live where his three sons, George 
T., Wm. G. and John,  now live, near the junction of the East- and 
North Forks. The " Ray bogs," as they are still called, are good citi- 
zens, and have the reputation of excellent men among their neighbors, 
B. C. Green came here from Ontario count.y, New Tork, abollt 1840, 
H e  was a young rnan withont means, with fair co~irnon-school eduea 
tion, and had heard of the Gilberts who had preceded him some years, 
H e  first bought a piece of land west of Rossville, where Thornas hm- 
strong nov  lives. He afterward sold this, and bought forty acres and 
entered forty acres east of Rossville, but sold again and bought .rhere 
he now resides, of Mr. Cornstock. For several years he worked around 
as he could find work to do, splitting rails, working out by t,he day, 

or at the stone mason trade. H e  worked in Danville; taking down the 
old bnildings there and making them into barns, sheds and shops, for 
by this tirne Danville began to put on airs, and must get rid of the old 
buildings which did not comport with increased prosperity. He tells 
with a commendable pride about walking from Danville, losing t a o  
days work there, to vote for building the first fra*me school-house, 
"when as yet he had no child." School-houses were not so popnlilr 
then, and the plan of having the best school-house in the county nas 
likely to fail. Green's children have since en joyed the blessings of 
free schooling in that little frarne house, which has been used from 
that time to this, but has recently been supplanted by a finer nev one. 
I n  1845 he had got a few dollars ahead, and colnmenced making vhat 
is now one of the best farms in Ross township, consisting of one thou- 
sand acres in ranges 11 and 12, just north of the timber. 

All settlers hngged the timber line, for the protection which that 
natural barrier presented. Wild game was plenty. You could shoot 
prairie chickens from the roofs of the honses. mTild geese were plentr 
on the prairies, staying here awhile spring and fall. Deer mere lo 

plenty as hardly to attract much comment, and wolves ~ ~ o u l d  hardly 
keep away from the dooryard. Sheep could hardly be protecbd from 
them day or night. The farmers used to make the trip to Chi%' 
with a drove of hogs, and return in about ten day$. Hogs could trayel 
in those days. They used to run in the timber till corn harmst, and 
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then they were collected and fed until they were in ligllt marching 
,rder,"-fat enough that they would not actually run away from the 
herd,-and then start Chicagoward. Of course the large hogs we 
hue no-, well fatted, could never make the trip as they did then. 
sometimes ~-11en they " got their ]logs up " to cornmenee feeding, they 
,,re so nild, having run in the timber all the year, that thev were 
afraid to eat, and as a precautionary measure, the corn was put into 
the pen on the sly, SO that the stubborn fellon-s ~ ~ o u l d  not get the hint 
that they were expected to eat i t ;  and again, i t  sometimes became 
necessary to hunt them down with dogs and bring them in one at a 
t;me,-a custom which gare rise to the story which has been so often 
toid about the first sheriff of Vermilion countj- (m-hich the \Triter is 
happy to say lacks confirmation), that when he was sent ollt to bring 
in the first grand jury to serve at Butler's, he found them so ~T-ild and 
afraid of the officer that he had to '(let slip the dogs ,' and hunt them 
as the farmers hunted their hogs. 

There were times of prevailing sickness among the settlers, and cer- 
tain diseases which were more or less prevalent at all times. Especially 
ras this so of those who settled along the streams. Many injured 
their constitutions by overwork, or, rather, by careless work. 

RELIGIOUS. 

The earlv religious life of the people in a aew country, and the 
faithful labors of the early preachers, are always subjects of deep in- 
terest, but seldom of record here. There seems to have been a pre- 
k ailing cI opinion that the record of their labors IT-ould be kept in a 
higher book than those we inspect here; so that very much of it has 
to be collected from those whose memories are not now the beet. There 
seems to be no doubt that Rev. Enoch Kingsbury was the pioneer 
Presbyterian minister in Ross. H e  was engaged in preaching in the 
county almost from its first settlement. His general labors throngh 
fie county are frequently spoken of. His particular labors at Ross- 
villein organizing and ministering to the church there are a matter of 

- 

l ~ o r d .  This church JTas organized at Yr .  Gilbert's house in 1850, by 
xr8 Kingsb~~r~,  six members uniting to form the cl~nrch : Joseph 
Rains, Nillie Bicknell, Eliza Kingsbury, David and Elizabeth Strain, 
~nddrs. Kang Gilbert. Jtrs. Gilbert is only left of those who there 

their lives to the cause. Mr. Gilbert did not himself join the 
till some months after. Serrices were held in Mr. Gilbert's 

h"~e until the Odd-fellows built their hall, when, in common ~vi th  all 
other denominations, services were held there. 2Ir. Kingsburj's long 

terminated in 1868, wllen Rec. W. N. Steele was emplored, 
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arid contintled to minister to the chnrch until 1874. ~t that date 
Rev. John  H. Dillingham, the present pastor, who had been for 
several years city missi0nar.y at St. Louis, was employed, and has con- 
tinued to serve the church till now. They have a pleasant house of 
worship, and the membership now numbers eighty-seven. The first 
Sabbath-school a t  Rossville mas the Union school, held in the llall 
until the churches were bnilt, and Mr. E. Townsend acted as superin- 
tendent. After this each denomination held its own school. 

Like most other localities, the Methodists were largely ill the ma- 
jority among the early preachers of the gospel here. The absence of 

all formalities, the plain, unvarnished presentatio'n of the troth, the 
acceptance of all wlio had gifts to preach, faith to pray, and willingness 
to work, and, more than all, the free salvation they preached, lnade 
that denomination the great civilizer and christianizer of scattered 
commnnities, and the barrier against utter want of religious teaclling. 
The preaching ci  the early fathers was maintained with much rego- 
larity in their times: but at irregular places : at first in the cabins of 
the people, and afterward in the school-houses as they were erected. 
John Demorest was one ;of the first local preachers, and, with Daniel 
Fairchild, went over this country holding their two-days meetings, and 
helping the traveling preachers contin aally. Samuel Gilbert's house, 
near where Mann's chfipel was afterward built, was one of the earlie~t 
points; after this at Ray's school-house, at Goudy's school-house, at 
~ j e r s v i l l e ,  and the Asbury chapel, near the state line. At first it 
belonged to the Darlville circuit, bnt about lS55 it was cut off and 
made the Myersville circuit. During the former period the Yunsells, 
W. T. Moore, Elliott, Crane and Bradshaw were the preachers. Dur- 
ing the latter, Messrs. Mnirhead, Horr, Huckstig, Lpon and Edward 
Rutledge preached. During this period the appointments were : Berth 
Fork, Asbur.7, East Fork, Myersville? State Line and Fairehilds. The 
books placed at the disposal of the writer do not show any mitten 
record farther back than 1864. A t  this time Rev. W. H. H. Moore 
was presiding elder; J. Mnirhead? preacher, and the appoi~ltments 
were : Ross, East Fork, Mann's, Rossville and Myers~rille. In 1sG6 
A. Shinn was presiding elder; Mr. Muirhead, preacher. I n  1S66and 
1867 D. P. Lyon was preacher. I n  1868 i t  became Rossville circuit? 
with appointments at Rossville, Eight Mile, Mann's and at a school- 
house ; J. A. Kumler, preacher. In  1870, Preston Wood was presiding 
elder, and Knmler, preacher; in 1871, B. F. Hyde, preacller; in lSi3! 
T. W. Phillips, presiding elder ; J. Miller, preacher ; in 18% J- . 

Noble, presiding elder. In  1876, J. $haw was preacher, whose pastorare 
still continues ; in 1878, J. McElfresll, presiding elder., Hougsof "*' 
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$hip are no\l- occupied at  Rossrille, Mann's and at East Fork, one mile 
of Alvin. The Sabbath-school at Rossrille numbers eightyfive, 
is under the superintendency of Mr. D. C. Dearnude. Mr. John 

Johns, of Danville, pretty good authority, says he believes Rer.  Jitlnes 
xcKain was the first Methodist preacher who labored in the northern 
half of the county. H e  preached here when i t  belonged to the Eugene 

as early as 1839, though he does not know that he preached in 
is now ROSS. 

about 1848 several families belonging to the United Brethren de- 
nolnination settled in the western part of Eoss and a1011g Bean c~eek.  
villiam Cork, the Albrights, Caleb Bennett, Mr. Putnam, and others 

that faith, were anxious for preaching there. Rev. Joel Cougill, a 

vlember of the upper Wabash conference, was appointed there in 1651, 
and organized a class, with Sainuel Albriyht as class-leader. H e  ~ v a s  
followed in succession by Messrs. Fencer. Edmonson and Coffman. I n  
1873 r church was built there, on section 30, 36 x 50, with belfry. 
little later a church was for~ned at Rossville, and these, with Hoopeston, 
became the Rossville circuit. Messrs. Anderson, Jones and Cork have 
preached here. There are nonr twenty-four members. They have 
purchased the Christian church, and have maintairied a Sabbath-school. 
Hr. A. Boardman is class-leader and superintendent of Sabbath-school. 

Below is a list of those ~ h o  have been elected to to i~nship  office 
since the organization of the t o ~ ~ ~ n s h i p  : 

Date. Tote. Supervisor. Clerk. Asseesor. Collector. 

...... .... .. . 1851.. . 49. .John Hoobler R. Brickwell.. B. Gilbert. .James Gilbert. 

...... ... .. .. . 1852.. 47. T. hlcKibben R. Brickwell.. .A. Gilbert. .James Gilbert. 
... ... . . . 1833.. 60. .T. McKibben. R. Brickwell.. .James Holmes .T. Armstrong. 
... . . . 1854.. 59. .T. McKibben. L. M. Thompson. .James Holmes. J. Holmes. 
... .. .. . lflsj.. 96. T. NcHibben L. M. Thompson. .James Holmes. J. Holmes. 
.... .... . . 1856.. 52. .A. Gilbert. L. M. Thompson. .James Holrnes J. Holmes. 
... ... . . 1857.- 78. .A.  Gilbert. .L. 31. Thompson. .James Holmes. J. Holmes. 
... .... 1858.. ,107.. .A. Gilbert. L. M. Thompson. .James Holmes. J. Holmes. 

.... . . . 183.. .191.. J. R. Stewart. L. M. Thompson. J. H. Gilbert. J. Holmee. 
.... . . 1f%O.. .l70.. J. R. Stewart. L. M. Thompson. .A. M. Davis. .L. Y. Thompson. 

. .... .... . 1861.. .207.. . J. R. Stewart. A. M. Davis. .A.  M. Davis. . A .  T. Search. 
... .... ... 1862.. .110.. .A. Gilbert. S. W. Harris. .Jacob Helrnick T h o i x i ~ ~  9~nndy. 
... . .... . . l863. .15'0. .A.  Gilbert. L.- M . Thompson. G. A. Collings .Thomas Gundy. 
.... .. .... 1M.-.121.. .J. J. Dale. Geo. W. Smith. G. A. Collings Geo. -4. Callings. 

.. .... .... ...... 1M.. . 91. A. Gilbert. G. W. Smith. A. Davison .T. NeKibben. 
. . ... ..... ...... 1866-. 80. .A. Gilbert. .Henry Boyd. J. W. Dale. J. IfT. Dale. 

...... .. .... 1867-.-139. .. A. Gilbert. J. D. Bingharn. J. W. Dale. J. W. Dale. 

...... ... .... 1863.*.139.. .A. Gilbert. Wm. I. Allen.. J. W. Dale. J. W. Dale. 
.. .... .... . '".. . 87- .A.  Gilbert. Wm. I. Allen. F. F. Randolph. J. W. 31cTag3&. 

.... .... .... .. 1870.. -138. A.  Gilbert. J. D. Bingham J. J. Davison. J. W. NcTaggart. 
.. .... 1871-..193.. .A. Gilbert.. ... J. D. Bingham. .A. T. Search.. J. Fisher. 

.... .. 1m.-.21'7.. .A. Gilbert.. .G. W. Smith. J. W. McTaggart.. J. T. Search. 
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Date. Vote. Supervisor. , Clerk. Assessor. Collector. . * -  .. 1873.. ,199 .A. Gilbert.. -(;. W. Smith.. .J. W. McTagg~rt ..S. T. Search. 
-.- ..*..... .... . . 1874. .261. .A.  Gilbert. G. W. Smith.. J. Fisher. W. B. ~ ~ l l i ~ ~ .  

.... ... .... . . 1875. .168. .A. Gilbert. G. W. Smith. .A. T. Search.. J .  H. ~ ~ ~ d ~ .  
..... ... .... . .. 1876. .204. A. Gilbert. G. UT. Smith. .A.  T. Search. W. D. poulke. 

• ...... ... . . 1877. .210. .A. Gilbert. . J .  H. Williams. .John Cook. . A .  T. Search,, 
..... --- . . . . .  . .. . 1878. .860. W. Chambers. H . Shannon. J. Fisher. .T. C. Gundy. 

. .. - .  . - .  1879. -340. W. Chambers. .D. C. Dearnude. J. 8.  Tur~her. . J .  C. Gundy. 

Justices of the peace : James Holmes, J. M. Demorest, L. A. -jjurd, i 
1 Samuel Albright, J. J. Dale, A. Gilbert, W. I. Allen, W. ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  

W. D. Foullie, John Davison. I i 
i 

Rossville is situated on the dividing line between Ross and Grant 1 
townships, at the point where t,he state road from Danville to Cllicago 1 

I 
crosses the old state! road running from Attica, Indiana, to Blooming. 1 

I ton. I t s  corporate limits now inclnde what used to be known as 

Liggett7s Grove oil the sooth arid ~ickiiell 's Point on the north. The 1 
Chicago & Eastern Illinois railroad runs along its eastern boundary. i 

i I t  is eighteen xniles from Danville, and ahont six from Hoopeston. 
The north fork runs about one mile west of it. The land upon which 
it  is built is beautifully rolling, giving natural advantages of landscape 
which have been well used in beantifving the homes of its citizens. 

The first settlement witllin'i ts limits, as has been before stated, was 
by John Liggett, who gave his name to the locality. His early desth, 
however, gave the place to Alvan Gilbert, whose quick eye and accu- 

-- 

rate judgment readily saw that in course of time there would be a trad- 
ing point there, and perhaps a place of considerable iocnl importance. 
The building of the La Fayette, Eloomington $ Mancie through the 
next northern tier of townsllips, instead of following, as seemed likel~, - .  

the old traveled road, soniewhat cllarlped the anticipations. For a 

while it was called Bicknell'i Point, and again it was known far and 
near as " Henpeck," though who gave it this name, and why, is not 
now very apparent. 

After the tide of immigration \~:hich was consequent upon the rail- 
road building of 1851 to 1855 had filled these prairies around the 
groves 117itll hardy settlers, it became evident that some one muat 
" keep store at Hellpecl<," and Salnuel Frazier, of Danville, put in a 
stocli of goods there in 1856, and continued to sell for four years. The 
dep lession consequent upon the financial storm of IS57 put back the 
enterprise of'tllb little village some years, and it was not until after the 
close of the rebellion that it  niay really have been said to boa much* 
Several bnsiness ventures were tried, few of ~yhich S U C C ~ S ~ ~ ~ I *  
111 IS57 Thomas Armstrong and the North Fork Odd-Fellows 
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built the two-story frame store now standing on the southwest corner 

of the cross-roads. I t  was built as a joint enterprise, the 
1.0,o.F. o~vr~ing the upper story. This room, although belonging to 
,gcret and rather exclusive society, has been for many years the only 

hall "- an apparent contradiction of tertns in Rossville. Here 
all the societies art d lodges ever organized at Rossville hare found their 
homes, and for Tears the gospel was preached by those advanced guards 
of reli,oion~ instruction and higher civilization, the traveling and local 

' 

humble Metl~odist preachers, and by old Father Kingsbury, the pioneer - - 
prerljyterian preacher of this county. Some worthy poet ought to tell, 
in mebures which the historian cannot ilope to reach, how here the 
,lad tidings of free salvation reverberated through the roo,m, while 
hgllteousness ivas dressed to " square and cornpass" hy Masonic goat- - 
riders. Here the stern decrees, popularized in more austere communi- 
ties by calviuistic doctrinaires, and election, preordination and predes- 
tination, were made household words, ml~ile rabid grangers held the 
urthical middleman by the nape of the neck over a boiling, seathing, 
sulphurous perdition, ready to let him fall at the drop of' the hat. 
Here for years the long-to-be-remembered - union Sabbath-school was 
held, which crowded the hall to its fullest capacity, where many a dear 
little one now singing the glad song of the redeemed in heaven learned 
ro lisp the simple truths of religion. I t  does take off the rough edges 
of those who are opposed to secret societies to recall the good which 
has been done in that plain old hall. The store-room in the first story 
Tar occupied as soon as built by Whitcomb R- Upp, with a general 
stock of goods, with George S. Cole as clerk. I n  the spring of 1859 
W. R. Gessie opened a stock of goods here, with Wm. Mann as man- 
e .  It was in operation for some time, and the goods were then 
shipped back to Ohio. 

The spring of 1862 brought to Rossville a man who, from that 
time to the present, has been one of the most importatlt factors in its 
business prosperity. Perhaps no Inan in the community has been more 
thoroughly energetic (with the possible exception of Mr. Alvan Gil- 
bert! who was to all intents the father of Rossville,) in building up the 
yolmg town than W. J. Henderson. H e  opened up a general stock of 
{ d s  in 1863, and the people soon learned that he had cotne to stay. 
'10 1864 he built the fi.arne store which so long stood on the grollnd 
upon nhich now stands his m:a.gnificen t brick block, since which time 
he has been engaged in trade, in farming, keeping hotel and looking 
&Tall the interests of R~ssville. In  1859 Gideon Davis built the 
"nth part of the large hotel and occupied it until he sold it to John 
$mithy who in tnm traded it to Dr. M. T. Livingood, who purchased 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



666 HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY. t 

it  with a view to enlarge and improve it for the better accom&odation 
of the travding public. I n  1873 he built the north part, 24x44, tvo 
stories high, at an expense of nearly $4,000. It could hardly be 
a financial success, but the Doctor acco~nplished his purpose Ofginng 
to Rossville the best hotel in the county north of Danville. About 
1862 Alvan Gilbert built the store now occupied by J. R. Smith, on 
the corner north of the Odd-Fellows' building, which x-as occupied bv 

.,I Short Brothers, of Danville, with a general stock of goods for tvo 
u 

years. 
Jonas Sloat opened a blacksmith sllop in 1857. The post-office 

known as North Fork was established in 1839 at Gilbert's, near Mann~s 
Chapel, and in 1853 it mas removed here and Alvan Gilbert appointed 
postmaster. It continued to bear that name un ti1 Ross~~ille laid 
out, when the name was changed. Alvan Gilbert and Joseph Satter- 
thwait laid out and recorded the original town of Ross\-ille about 18S.i. 
I t  contained only four blocks at the crossing of the Chicapand Attic& 
roads, and the two principal streets were named so frorn that fact. ($1- 
bert and Satterthmait's first addition was laid out and recorded in I 
April, 1862, lying all around the original town. Gilbert's second 
addition lay south and east of this,. seventeen blocks. W. T. and W. 
H. Livingood's, of eighteen blocks, is east of the original town. W. J. 
Henderson laid out an addition of nine blocks north of this, and Gil- 
bert a third addition sonth of the f'or~ner. I t  was incorporated under 
the general incorporation act in force July, 18'72. As soon as the act 
was in force a petition was signed and the county court ordered an 1 
election under the act to be held on the 27th of July, to vote for or 
against incorporating, which election resulted in favor of incorporation I 1 
by a rote of 53 to 15. Under this petition the bounds x-ere fixed I 
all of the east half of section 11 and west half of section 18, to~rn 22, 1 
range 12, embracing one mile square, the north half of which is in i I 
Grant and the south half in Ross. On the 24th of Angust an election - 

I I 
was held for six trustees, clerk and police magistrate, resulting in be I 

election of R. E. Pnrviance, Isaac B. Wrirner, W. C. Tuttle, Willim 
Laidlow, W. F. Lefevre, Ira Green, trustees ; B. 2. Duly, clerk; J- 
W. McTaggart, police magistrate. These officers pnt the nen village 
into successful operation and provided a code of ordinances under 
which i t  has prospered without l i ce r~s in~  dram shops. 

The present officers are : J. C. GundS, p s i d e n  t ; William Thoma4 
E. M. Gilbert, Jalnes Stafford, J. Warner, trustees; R. S. Williams, 
clerk ; Mr. Dearnude, treasurer ; W. S. Demoree, police magistratel 
D. C. Lee, constable. The clerk receises one dollar per meeting; trUn" 
tees, fifty cents when present; treasprer, one per centurn. 
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The growth o f  the village has been uninterrupted since 
rime, several good buildings have been erected, and many pleasant 

RsidenceS. Putnam &. Albright built the nice brick block on the north- 
at ,terrier of At.tica and Chicago streets in 1873. I t  is two stories 
highh, sixty-fire feet deep, and twenty feet wide in front by thirty-three 
;, the rear. It is occupied below by a store and bank, and by ogces 
above. It is neatly and s~lbstantially bnilt. W. J. Henderson built 
the fine brick bloclc which he occupies, in 1875. I t  is 35 x 90, two 

having a good public llall above. The store-room is one of the 
finest in the county, thirty-three feet wide in the clear, with counting- 

and safety-deposit vault, neatly finished off in oiled h a r d - n ~ ~ ~ d ,  
presents anything but a rural appearance. I t  cost $7,500. Mr. 

Dearnude built,the fine brick block which stands next to HendersonYs, 
in 1876. It is 24 x 80, two stories, having oftice and tin shop above. 
It aas built for the hardware trade, which Mr..Deamude has so long 
t2rfied on here, and occupied by him until his retirement from trade 
1st year, and is now used by his successor. 

The original brick two-story school-house mas built in 1868, 36 x 65, 
and mas occupied the next year. I n  1874' i t  was found too small, 
and a two-story addition, 30 x 40, was bnilt. The grounds are ample 
and neat. The entire cost, furnished, was about $10,000. The school 
isxraded, and ernploys six teachers, and is run eight months. I t  is 
justly the pride of the district. 

The Nethodist ellurch was built in 1869. It is brick, 34 x 56, and 
cost $5,500. I t  was dedicated in July, 1870, by Elder Moody, the 
khting parson,'' ~7110 acquired his title while serving as chaplain in 
the arm!, by the business-like way with which h e  upheld the " sword 
of the Lord and of Gideon," by praying all night and fighting all day 
~ i t h  just the same spirit and faith. 

The Presb~terian church was bnilt about the same time, and is a 
neat frame building 32 x 54? with vestibule at tlie corner surmounted 
$ a belfry. It cost about $3,000, and was dedicated in October, 1870. 
The ~hriitians built a chnrch which is 30 x 46, n-hich they afterward 
@Id to the United Brethren. 

The Rossville Mill, a large and in every respect a first-class mill, " built by Tuttle &- Ross in 1575, and the large elevator of Corn- 
stock &. CO., 40 x 60, in 1878. 

North Fork Lodge, I.O.O.F., S o .  245, mas chartered in 1S57. 
James Holrnes, Lewis A. Burd, J. H. Gilbert, Fulton .Armstrong, A. 
G'abert, J. R. Stew&,, J. Dison, John Rudy, J. Helmiek, J. P. Jones 
and Lo M. Tllolnpsoll were charter members, of whom the last is the 

one left in the lodge. The first officers were : Fnlton Arxnstrong, 

E. 
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N.G. ; Alvan Gilbert, V.G.; L. M. Thompson, secretary; J, R ] 
Stewart, treasurer ; L. A. Burd, chaplain ; J. Uler, lodge deputy. T.,~ 1 

I lodge owns its hall, and has been fairly prosperous, especially since the , 

war; during that, the nnniber did not often exceed six or eight, ~h~ 
present officers are: W. W. Phillips, N.G.; W. W. Lettrill, v .~, ;  
D. W. Foulke, secretary; L. M. Thompson, treasurer. 

The first meeting of Rossville Lodge, A.F. & A.M., ~ o r k i ~ ~  mder 
dispensation, was held Novernber 23, 1866. Henrr C. Ellis, w.xI 
John Ridgway, S.W. ; N. Grifing, J.W. p r o  ten t .  : R. Potter, S.D, 
PO te?n. ; J. V. Blackbnrn, J.D. p ~ o  tern. ; E. S. Pope, secretary pro 
hm. ; Jacob Haas, tyler p r o  tern. Rossville Lodge, No. 527, 
chartered October 1,1867. The charter members were John Ridgwav 
S. D. Lewis, H. C. Ellis, E. S. Townsend, D. P. Haas, Jehn R. Jeraul&: 
H. D. Campbell, A. M. Davis, William York, J. D. Bingham and 
Jacob Haas. h he first officers were: John Ridgnaj-, W.M.; H. C, 
Ellis, S.W. ; James D. Bingham, J.W. The charter was signed bv 
Jerome R. Gorin, grand master, and H. G. Reynolds, grand secretary. 
The lodge has at present some forty or forty-five members. The 
present officers are : w.' W. Phillips, W.M. ; Harry Shannon, S.W.; 
J. C. Gundy, J.W.'; J. R. Livingood, secretary; D. C. Dearnude, 
treasurer; E. F. Birch, S.D.; Patrick Pendergrast, J.D.; Thomas 
Dengler, tyler. 

The Rossville Lodge, No. 650, Knights of Honor, mas chartered b j  
the Supreme Lodge of the World, May, 1877. The charter member6 
were J. J. McElroy, W. D. Foulke, William Vining, G. G. Ruth, J. C. 
Gundy, John Milligan, J. Warner, A. Grant, J. R. Livingood, S. d 
Watson, W. H. Oakwood. J. C. Gundy was past dictator; W. D. 
Foulke, dictator; J. R. Livingood, vice dictator; J. B. Warner, assist- 
ant dictator; J. Milligan, chaplain ; S. A. Watson, p i d e ;  G. G. Rllth, 

reporter; A. Grant, treasnrer; Messrs. Gundy, Milligan and 
trustees. The lodge meets in the Odd-Fello~~s'  hall. Their objects 
are not unlike those of the Odd-Fellows order, having an established 
widows' fund, in addition to other regular beneficiaries. The supreme 
lodge rnakes regular assessments on subordinate lodges to meet the 
necessities of obligations to the representatives of deceased members- 
During the devastations of the yellow fever last year the I o d p  nG 
taxed heavily, assessments f o l l o ~ i  ng each other in quick succesion, all 
of which were promptly met in the spirit which actuates the order* 
There are now eighteen members. The present ofticers are : J* C o  

Gundy, dictator ; J. R. Livingood, vice dictator ; J. J. McElro~, assist- 
ant dictator; William Vining, chaplain ; A. Grant, guide; W* Dg 
Foulke, reporter. 
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In 1873 the Rossville " Observer," a six-column folio, was started . 

b f ~ r ,  Moore. I t  mas repnblican first, but in 1876 went with the 
i;geenback '' or national cause. 31r. Moore discontinued its publica- 
tion after three years, and removed to Champaign, where he beca~ne 

with the " Union." I n  1876 Mr. J. Cromer commenced the 
of the " Enterprise," a repnblican paper, and continued i t  

for nearly t13-o years. H e  then. went to Homer, where he is still en- 
in pblishing. Rossville now has no paper. 

:: 

m e n  the Havana, Rantoul &- Eastern railroad was bnilt it mas ap- 
parent that at its crossing =it11 the Chicago &. Dsnville road there 
noold a station of some importance & .  qrorr up. As early as 1872 a sta- 

had been established on the Chicago $ Danville road sl mile south 
of Alvin now is, called Gilbert, from Hon. Alran Gilbert, who 
]lad been so long identified with all the material interests of Ross, and 

had been, more than any other man, instrumental in saving the 
tornship aid which had been voted by Ross to this railroad. A post- 

was established, which, for some reason, did not bear the name 
of the station - probably because of the similarity between its name 
and that of some other post-office in the state. To compromise mat- 
ters, they attempted to name the post-office for Mr. Gilbert's given 
name, which mas Alvan ; he always persisting in that spelling, which 
iolated the theories and practices of the post-ofice department, and by 
the officials it was spelled as indicated at the head of this article. 

L. T. Disson laid oot the town of GILBERT on section S (21-111, and 
Bruce Peters and D. McKibben started a store. Peters was postmaster. 
Soon after this the store was sold to J. D. Williams, and he mas ap- 
pointed postmaster. John Davis011 afterward bought it, and put in a 
stock of dry-goods. Dr. G. W. Akers started in the drug business in 
Anpst, 1875, and continued there for one year, at rrhich time the 
narrow-gauge road was a fixed fact, and drugs, store, post-office, station 
and 811 moved a mile farther north, and Gilbert went where J im Fisk's 
profits in the great crop-moving " Wall street speculation went. 

In laying oat and giving name to the new town the officials s h o ~ ~ e d  
fie good judgment of following not only the name but the spelling of 
the post-office which was moved there from Gilbert. 

The building of this road only called for private subscriptions, as 
he lam and the constitntion under ~ h i c h  the people, the townships, 
titiesand counties had run headlong into debt in aid of useless railroads 
bad been repealed, and the voting " local aid " is among the things of 
rhe~ast. The company bought twelve acres of land of Samuel Kuns, 
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on section 5, eight of which they laid out in town lots and recorded 
the town of Alvin. John Darison and W. D. Fonlke laid out additione 
west of this, and Samuel Kuns north of it. J. W. Stansbury laid out 

an addition west of these, making in all about seventy acres now 
within the unincorporated village of Alvin. 

Riley Yatman, a carpenter, built the first house in Alvin, which he 
sold to James Caldwell and went to Dilonticello. Abram L. Buckles 
built, in December, 1873, the hotel building at the railroad cross ill^ 

39 

which he now occnyies. Dr. G. W. Akers built the drug store he now 
occupies in 1876. George Ford, an old resident of Knox county, came 
here from Rantoul in 1876 and put up the fine, large boarding-house, 
the "Alvarl Honse," which he now occupies. This was built on the 
original town. 

Rev. J. D. Jenkins (Presbyterian) commenced preaching here occa- 
sionally in 1877, and in the spring of 1878 a petitio~t was presented to 
the Bloomington Presbytery to send a commission to organize a church 
here, according to the rules of that chnrch.   he prayer was granted, 
and Rev. Mr. Brooks, of Danville, Rev. JoEr. 9. Dillinghaln and 
Elder Grant, of Rossville, mere appointed to visit Alvin and organize 
a church. April 30 Messrs. Dillingharn and Grant organized a church 
of* nineteen members, ten of whorn came by letter and nine on profes- 
sion of -their faith. It was decided by the church to adopt the rotary 
system of eldership, and George L. Caldwell, Charles Peterson and 
Dr. Akers were elected elders; J. 0. Andrews, Dr. G. W. Howard 
and J. Q. Tyler were elected deacons. A Sabbath-school was estab 
lished, of which Mr. Tyler was elected superintendent. Jas. DlcDonald, 
S. Kuns and Dr. Akers were elected trustees, and the church eugaged 
Mr. Jenkins to preach each alternate Sabbath. The trustees at once 
set about building a church edifice, 2s ~ 4 0 ,  and have it so far completed - 

tha.t they have been occupying i t  during the winter. I t  h i s  been used 
by the district school for the winter, as the district has no school-house. 
It is proposed to colnplete the church as fast as means are collected for 
that purpose. ' It will cost, completed, $1,000. There are now taenty- 
five residences in Alvin, and the grain trade amounts to about forty-five 
thousand bushels annually. J. H. Braden is postmaster. 

Rayville is a station on the Havana, Ranton1 & Eastern railroad, 
with a post-ofice and one store, established on the land of R. R. R ~ J ,  of 
Rbssville. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Alvan Gilbert, deceased, was born in Ontario county, New York,on 
t h e  11th of July, 1810, and was a son of Samnel and Mary (Morse) 
Gilbert. About 1825 he emigrated with his parents and two power 
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brot-]ers (Jat-r~es H. and Elias M.) to Crawford county, Ohio, and tarrj-- 
ing there a year, continued their reinoval westward, settling in Ver- 
milion county, Illinois, two miles south of Danville, at which place no 
settlement was begun till about two gears later. His father having 
become early interested in a ferry,-the first ever established at Dan- 
vil]e,-he was employed some years as ferryman, transporting men and 
tefims-across the North Fork of the Vermilion. I n  1831, on the 18th 
day of' April, he was married to &Iiss Matilda Horr, a daughter of 
Robert Horr. In  the spring of IS35 he moved on a farm situat.ed on 
the north side of the North Fork, west of the Chicago State road, and 
opposite Manil's Chapel, which he had purcllased from his father-in-law. 
men  he had, by successive additions, increased the area to two hull- 
dred and f0rt.y acres, he sold i t  to his father and younger brother, James 
H., and bought another from his nncle, Solorxlo~l Gilbert, which in- 
cluded the present northern limits of Rossville. After occupying this 
dace three rears he again sold, and bought the Daniel Liggett home- 
stead, embracing the present southern limits of Rossville, on which he 
afterward lived and died. Subsequently he dealt largely in real estate 
and personal property. H e  owned at the time of his death nearly one 
thonsand acres, besides some valuable lots in Danville and Chicago, and 
a tract of land in Iowa. His business transactions were distinguished 
b j  the utmost Fairness and the strictest honesty. His first wife died on 
the 13th pf BIarch, 1849, leaving two children : Sarah E., wife of Geo. 
C. Dickwn, and Nancy J., wife of Fredericli Groorns, both residents 
ofVermilion county. His second wife, sister to the deceased, to whom 
he was married on the 14th of November, 1849, m-as formerly Miss 
Xancy Horr, and relict of San~uel Elzy. She was born Sunday, on 
the 20th of January, 1815. Mr. Gilbert was one of the first volunteers 
in the Sac war, and was enrolled under Capt. Dan W. Bech-with. 
After his return, a young man of resolution was required to convey dis- 
patches to Gen. Atkinson, at Ottawa. The distance was two hundred 
miles and the cou~ltry infested with hostile Indians, bnt he volunteered 
to perform the mission at every hazard ; and taking another J-onng lnan 
of daring quizli ties in his company, lle successfillly execnted his trust, 
be:lng but once chased by the red foe. Mr. Gilbert mas prominently 
before the public many years, and his name n-as a household world. 
Hewas honored beyond most men of loci1 reputation, and in spirited 
contrast to the  aspirin^ L demagogues who throng the arena; his stead- 
fast integrity, uniform goodness and strength of character, his even, 

mGrit, preceded and invited every honor. He  ivas one of 
the commissioners appointed by the legislature to divide Vermilion 

into townships, on the adoption b~ the count1 of that system of 
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organization. H e  was one of the three commissioners to divide the 
swamp lands between this county and Ford, when the territory of the 
latter was detached from Vermilion,-himself and Mr. Lamb acting on 

. . behalf of the old count-y, and Judge Patton of the newF-. Their laboys 
covered a period of three months, and gave entire satisf'a.ction to both 
sedions. In  1876 he was elected to the state general assembly. Be 
was a member of one of the visiting committees, and while in perform. 
ance of his d11t.y inspecting some public work, the chilly, humid atmos 
phere within the freshly erected walls, caused him to contract a violent 
cold which brought on an excruciating attack of rheumatism, pros- 
trating him several weeks, and from the effects of ~x~hich 11e never cola- 
pletely recovered. H e  mas a member of the board of supervisors 
eighteen years, and chairman of that honorable body tnost of the time 
during his faithful service. H e  was intimately associated with the ma- 
terial growth and prosperity of the county. When a young man he 
hauled material to build the old court-house, and as chairman of the 

' board and of the building committee, assisted in the erection of the new. 
His quiet but useful life terminated on the 18th of October, 1878. The 
following honorable tribute to his character is taken from the " Hoopes 
ton Chronicle," of October 24th: "Alvan Gilbert was a man who 
loved his fellow-men, and in turn was held in close affection by all 
who knew his noble qualities. H e  was the self-constituted guardian of 
the poor and oppressLd in his vicinity. They felt that no harm could 
befall them, no grinding landlord could turn them into the street, so 
long, as their benefactor lived. I n  every public enterprise, in everj 

- 

private benefaction, in  all enterprises redonnding to the general good: 
Mr. Gilbert was ever in the van, and his hand was ever willing to be- 
stow an e q ~ a b l e  portion of his substance, not for ostentatious display7 
but purely and simply out of his native generosity. Prominent in 
local matters, he was equally conspicuous in the developments of the 
county where he passed more than half a century. Elevated to posi- 
tions of honor and trust, he performed his duty faithfully and well.?' 
The " Danville News " of the 95th, contained the following : "At the 
outbreak of the rebellion his whole soul was enlisted in the cause of 
maintaining the Union. His activity as a private citizen, and in his 
public capacity on the .board of supervisors, was untiring in keeping 
the quota ofvermilion county more than full in the field, while his 
generosity, aid and sympathy, through .all the war, mas liberally-na?, 
even bountifully - bestowed upon the wife, children and parents of 
the absent soldier. Of the thousands of men, the patriotism and bener- 
olence of Alvan Gilbert shone through, conspicuously, all the dark 
h o ~ ~ r s  of that terrible struggle. The soldiers and their families, ofver- 
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mjlioll ~onnty,  can never forget this noble trait of his character. He 
ras a spirited man in every sense of the term. Anything tilat 
would promote the general good, whether of religion, education, public 
roads and railroads, always found him an earlj and persistent friend.'' 
Be mas a consistent and liberal member of the Presbyterian c2lnrch7 
and aided largely by his influence and means to build up the denomi- 
,,tion. Politically, he was firm in his principles, bnt moderate in 
the expression of his views, and charitable toward opponents ; first a 
nhig and afterward a repuldican. Mr. Gilbert's funeral ~ 1 - a ~  the largeax 
erer had in Verlnilion county,- over a tho~~sand people turning out to 
testifr how deeply the public heart was moved, and how sincerelr his 
loss was deplored. The Rev. J. H. Dillingham, of the Presbyterian 
&arch, conducted the service, assisted by the Rev. James Shnn- of t.he 
Xethodist denomination. There were one hundred and serenty-fire 
carriages and wagons in the procession, which was just one mile and a 
half long. H e  was buried in the cemetery st Mann's cllapel, three 
milea south of Rossville, with the honors of Odd-Fellowship. The 
Gilbert fanlily are descendants of English stock, and their ancestors 
nere early settlers of Massachusetts colony. Mr. Gilbert's grandfather 
ras  s native of that commonwealth, and a soldier in t.he war of the rev- 
olution. His uncle, Solomon, served in the mar of 1812, and in 1831 
migrated to this connty and spent the remainder of his life. His 
orandfather, Zebediah Morse, was also a revolutionary soldier, and a b 

progenitor of the celebrated Morse family, including the inventor of 
the electric telegraph - Prof. S. F. B. Morse. This family traces it.s 
lineage to pilgrims of the Mayflower. Mrs. Gilbert's ancestors, the 
Horrs, formed a part of the first hardy band of pilgrims. Her father, 
grandfather and great-grandfather, each bore the Christian name of 
Robert, and her father and grandfather were each born in the same 
house in the town of Plyrnouth and near the Plymouth Rock. Her 
grandfather bore arms for his country in the revolution, and her father 
ill the war of 1812. The latter, Robert Horr, was born on Monday, 
hnnuaarj 19, 1.781, as has been already stated: irl Plymoutfh7 Massach~l- 
setts. I n  1819 he moved to Niagara Falls. The American troops: in 
ninter quarters at that place, were destitute of clothing, and Mr. Horr 
conceited the idea of making a supply, not hesitating to pl)? the needle 
"ith his own hands, though he had never done so before. Taking in 
colnpan~ with him a seamster: they went to 1%-ork, and n-ith the help 
of a force of sewing girls, during the winter, fi~rnished t.he soldiers 
complete outfit. A t  the close of the war he canie ~ e s t  and settled 
 here Colnmbns. Ohio, is situated, and bought a tract of land on 
~ h i c h  the state penitentiary has since been built. In 1827 he sold his 

43 
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home and reruoved to Illinois, stopping the following minter with Qor- 

don S. Hobbard, st Bunlinrn, a trading post or1 tlie Iroquois River, 
Hllbbard had ope~led a small store in Danville, at  this time, and a few 
fa~nilieo had knotted together in a settlement. Ncxt sprirlg bfr. Borr, 
accompanied hv Hubbard, came and loolied out a place on tile xort!l 
Forli of the Vermilion, a little distance west of the present site of 

Mann's chapel. Here he died on the 10th of August, 1834, aged fifty. 
three years, ten inon ths. The death of his wife, Larina (Haiumj ao&, 
who was horn Tuesday, Angust 1, 1782, followed close upon his own, 
occurring on the 26th of October, 1832. 

James H. Gilbert, deceased, was borr~ in Rnsllville, New Pork, on' 
the 15t)l of Aogust, 1S17. Wllerl a snlall boy, his parents, S e ~ ~ ~ n e l  and 
Mary (Morse) Qil bert, llloved to Danville, Illinois. After a few year$ 
residence there tllc family moved up on the Nortli Fork, a short dis 
tance west of where BIann's Cllapel now stands. He was married on 
the 14th of October, 1838, to Elizabeth W. McHenry, mllo died on tile 
1st of May, 1844. I3e was married again, on the 10th of Ju ly ,  1S$j, 
to Sarah Mather, wllo was born in Fl*anlilin connty, Oliiu, on the 11th 
of March, 1822. Mrs. Mary Dilatller, Mrs. Gilbert's lrlother, spent tile 
latter part of her life: a considerable period, ni tll her daughter. She 
was a sister to Janles Dsvison, Mrs. Joseph Kerr, and JIre. Joseph 
Cnndy, all pionee2 of Ver~nilion countv. Mr. Gilhertn3s hmilr con- 
sisted of nine c-liildren, as follows: Samuel, born on tile ljtll of 
Augnst, 1839 ; died or1 the 36th of Angust, 1839. Twin brotller 
named), born on the 29th of November, 1840; died or? t,he 24th of 
January, 1541. William Henry, born on the 29t.11 of Noremher, 1840; 
died the satne day. Alvan Ambrose, born on the 26th of July, lsl2; 
died on the 9th of Augnst, 1543. Lydia A., born on t l ~ c  9th of Aognst, 
1846; Elias N., born on the 13th of May, 184s; M a v  Elizabeth, born 
on the 27th of Angust, 1850; died on the 13th of Jannary, ., . 1S66. Jane, 
born on tlle 1st of July, 1852; Samuel H., born on the 12~11 of April, 
1854. Mr. Gilbert died on the 15th of J a~~na ry ,  1861. His infll~ence 
was itlr\-ays felt for good, and hc I\-as highly esteemed bv all ~ ~ h o  knon 
him. Hc was cllarged by his fellow-citizens wit11 the duties of toan- 
ship offices at  different times. He was descended from tlle Puritans! 
his ancestors having been arnong those ~ v h o  embarltecl in the &J- 
flower ; and was remote1 y related to Prof. Sarnuel I?. B. Morse, inventor 
of the magnetic telegraph. 

Jollll H. Jolmson, Bis~narlr, farmer, was born in Jac1;son county, 
Ohio, on tllc 3d of Jsnoary, IS21, and is a son of Richard and Nilbrey 
(Graves) Jollnson. H e  mas reared beliind tlie counter of a dv-goods 
store. At the age of twenty-six he engaged in  tritffiaking and farmink 
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His operations hare  always been corlfined to the Wabash Valley. In  
1896 his parents removed and settled a t  Fort Harrison, Vigo county, 
Indiana, but, remaining there on1 y a short ti me, went to Lafiapette, 
nliere liis father died on the 30th of A ~ ~ a u s t ,  3 1830. Mr. Jollrrson has 
held various tomnsllip offices; was alderman of the follrth ward in 
~ ~ n v i l l e  four years. In  1866 he mas elected secretary of the Wabash 
General Association of Detective Corupanies, rvllich positiorl he  has 
hdd to the present time. He was an old-line whig, sealing his fealty 
to that party by votirlg for Henry Clay in 1841. He has been an odd- 
feIlojv since 1846. His fainily now co~~sis ts  of six living children : Ora 
C., Mary H., Annie, ~ic l Iard , '~dw\-ard  I-I., and Barton. H e  owns three 
hnndred and twenty acres of land, r~ortl: $9,500. His political views 
are republican. 

Lonis N. Tho~rlpson, Rossville, fiirrner, was born on the 31st of 
Yay, 1639, in Dearborn connty, Indiana, and is tlle son of John and 
Esther (Pvne) Tllolnpson. He  came wit11 his parents to Vermilion 
 count^, Illinois, in the fall of 1831, and has lived liere since tlrat tirne. 
He ass married on the 17th of A u u s t ,  - 1848, to Jnditll A. Bnrrouglls, 
md tlie same year rnoved and settled in Ross t o~~us l l i p ,  on the farm he 
still owns? \ ~ h i c h  lies soutlieast of Rossville, and corners with that cor- 
poration. Since 1573 his h ~ r i i l v  has lived in tlle village. Mr. Tlromp- 
son is a stirring man; a com~nnnitr  ~v i th  a few such never stagnates. 
Hellas farmed, bought, raised and sold stock; been town clerk of Ross 
seven years, coll ector twice, road cornmissioner, taught scl~ool one term. 
He is the fatlier of six living cllildren : Viola, Mary, John, Etta, Lena, 
Hattie. H e  o\r7ns seven iinndred arltl eighty acres of land, worth 
$43,000. In  politics he is a republican. 

Williatn Songer, Rossville, thrlner, ~vas  borll in Danrille tor~nship, 
Teermilion coanti, Illinois, on tile 86th of Jnne, 1832. He is the son 
of Samuel and Sam11 (Parker) Songer. Tlis father was a native of 
Virginia and llis ~llotller of BIaryland. I Ie  \\-as married on the 19th of 
36aj: 1857, to Miss Sarah A. D;tl~gllertv, idlo was bur11 ori tlle 30th of 
Oetobcl: 1S89. In IS67 h e  moced on tile fhrm I\-llicll Ile n o r  011-ns, 
three miles southeast of Rossrille, ~vllicll iies in  sectio~ls 17 and 18, 
torn 23: range 11. He is at present commissioner of l l i g h w ~ s  for 
Ross townsllip. H e  carries on a considel-able stock business i l l  con- 
junction with fkrming. I-Ie is t.lle thtl~er of four living children : Cllarlcs 
m., born on tile 4th of Angnst, 1S5S : Mar? Adeline, born on the 1st 
of Marell. 1860 ; Samuel W., born on tlie "ith of Jnly, 1868; and 
Gilbert W., born on the 15th of May, 1S6S. H e  owns two ll~undred 
and sirteen *acres of land, wort11 86,500. He is a greenhack rcpnbli- 
an in po!itice. 
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Abraham Maun, Rossville, farmer, was born at Leightotl Buzzard 
Bedfordshire, England, on the 17th of Febrnar~~,  1830. He is the sod 
of Abraharm Mann. About lg35 his father ilrllnigrated to America, 
and after stopping a few months in New k-ork, came to Verlnilion 
county and purchased a large tract of land, embracing several thousand 
acres, in Ross township, making his residence in DanvilIe for a ~ ~ h i I ~  
at first. Soon afterward Mrs. Mann died, and in abont 1840, the fan. 

ilS to England and remained until about 1846, the children 
being educated in the meantime. Frorn IS16 to 1851, Mr. Naflo, 

i 

together with his sons, Abraham and John, made several trips between 
the two countries, but finally, in the latter ):ear, settled down and 
resided permanentl- in America. The fatnily had valuable landed 
interests in England, lVhich they retained until a recent date. The 
head of the family, Abraham Marln, Sr., died on the 17th of October, 
1865. H e  was a large-hearted, benevolent inan. Instar~ces of his 
oenerosit-y, and of his concern for the welfare of his neighbors are meu- 
3 

tioned by early settlers. The subject of this sketch had a sister older. 
and a brother and a sister younger, than hialself. His brother John 
took great delight in the chase, a,nd a l~i~ays  kept mettled horses and a 
pack of English ho~iuds. His fine social qualities, kind heart and 
obliging nature made him greatly beloved ; and xvhile he lived he rras 
a leading man in the community and enjoyed a wide and honorable 
reputation. His death occurred on the 19th of October, 1873. Mr. 

- Manu is one of the largest farmers and stock-raisers in eastern Illinois. 
His estate comprises upward of four thonsand acres of rich farming 
land, with an abundance of* good timber. His mansion, wl~ose erectio~l 
was begun in August, 1874, and which was finished the next summer, 
and occupied in Kovember following, is the finest edifice of its kind in - 

Vermilion county. I t  contains twenty spacious rooms, including d a i r ~  
and laundry, and exclusive of' the large hails, closets arid garret. It 
was built at a cost of abont $30,000. The adjoining grounds are laid 
out with taste and planted with flowers and evergreens. A greenhonse 
is attached to the premises. Mr. Mann is an extensive stock-raiser. 
and a lover of fine horses. of which he keeps a considerable number, , L 

mostly English draft. He is fond of sport and recreation, and often 
makes considerable trips, generally to the west, with a party of his 
chosen fellows, to hunt, travel and otherwise seek adventnre and 
amusement. H e  is liberal to all wortlly objects of charity, and . emi- . 

nently public-spirited. His donations to schools and churches the 

various public institutions reach a large sutn. Honest wort11 and enter- 

prise find him a ready patron ; and the poor have learned that 1lis kind- 
ness is as abundant as the sunshine. His genial nature makes him the 
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solll of every private gathering. H e  is plain and simple in his habits 
and manners. His modesty is a conspicuous trait that is equaled only 
--- 

by his goodness of heart., and the universal esteem which he enjog-s by 
virtue of his Inany excellences of character. H e  is a republicall in 

P olitics, and has been an active member of the Methodist churdl thirty 
years. The Mann family have alnays been noted for  their hospitality, 
and their careful avoidance of notoriety. 

John Davison, Rossville, collecting agent, was born in Ross town- 
$hip, JTerniilion county, Illinois, on the 19th of February, 1837, and 
is the son of Robert and Melinda (Chenowerth) Davison. H e  was 
bruught up to fa,rln labor. In  the fall of 1856 and tile next winter he 
attended school at Perr~soille, Indiana, and, the following summer, 
clerked at Myersville for Andy G u n d ~ .  H e  spent the next winter at 
Perrysville, and the succeeding spring at Danrille, in scllool again. 
On the 26th of September, 1838, he was married to Maria, daughter of 
Joseph Gnndp. H e  enlisted in Co. F, 4th Ill. Cav., in July, 1861, and 
nas in the battles of Fort Henry and Fort Donelson : was discharged 
in August, 1862. Mr. Darison returned to farming. From 1873 to 
1876 he was employed in mercantile pursuits. H e  was elected justice 
of the peace in 1877, and since then has been in the collecting busi- 
ness. He has three living children : Willie L., Charley F., Ferdinand. 
31r. Dasison is a republican. 

Anthony T. Search, Alvin, farmer, was born in Bucks county, Penn- 
sjlracia, on the 16th of August, 1814. H e  is a son of Christopher . 
and Ann (Miles) Search. H e  learned the tailor's trade, and followed 
it a number of years. In  April, 1837, he started for Illinois, stopping 
and vorking at his trade at different places on the route. and arrived 
at Danrille in Augnst. H e  was married on the 18th of Februar~ ,  
1839, to Miss Eliza McKibben. In  IS40 he went to Cape Girardean 
county, Missonri, and lived there un ti1 1850, when he crossed the 
plains to California. H e  remained there mining, doing moderately 
d l ,  till 1856, at  which time he returned to the states by steamship, 
stopping a few ruonths in New and Philadelphia, a11d reaching 
Dall~ille, Illinois, in February, 1857. H e  then devoted himself to 
farlninp until the breaking out of the war. In  L % ~ ~ g ~ ~ s t ,  1861, he re- 
crnited Co. F, 4th Ill. Cav., Col. Lrle Dickey. He was colnmissioned 
aptdin on the B'ith, and ~nl~stered into the United States service the 

montl~. H e  was engaged in the battles of Forts Henry and 
Donelson, and Shiloh and Sofi'eerille: and, as usual with cavalry-, in 
"nlberless skirmishes. When the term of service of his regiment 

one battalion vetenined, and he was corn missioned ma.jor. 
This mas in September, 1864. Subseqnently, he participated in an 
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. engagement at Egypt, Mississippi, under Gen. Grierson, and later, at 
the battle of Franklin, Tennessee. His service extended into the 
states of Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, Missjssippi, Arltansas, Louis 
iana and Texas. He was president one year of the Department Court 
martial, wllich Ileld its sittings son~ctirnes at Honstor~ and at otllers at 

Galreston, Texas. H e  was twice breveted in the field for ~ n e r i t o r i ~ ~ ~  
service: first, lieutenant-colonc4 and next, colonel. His son HenrS 
volunteered in the fill of 1563, and mas mustered into his company. 
He was accidentally thrown from his horse v~llile doing duty in How 
ton, and received mortal ir~juries. This sad event took place on the 
31st of October, 1865, and lle lingered till the 2d of November, \vlleu 

he expired. His remains were brougllt home and intel-red at Danville. 
Anotl~er son, Griflitll, enlisted in Capt. San~uel Frazier's company, 12th 
Ill., Col. McArtl~tu., for three months. He reenlisted i n  his fiatller7s 
company in Angust, 1561, and served t h e e  years. Major Searell \c.aE 
mustered out of the service in April, 1866. He was elected sherifl' of 
Vermilion county in 1868, and filled that office two years. He 112s 

been assessor and collector of Ross township, aacll three ter~ns. He 
is the father of six children : Ann (relict of Williarn Pielece), Henrj, 
Griffith, Joeddy, William and Sarah (wife of Henry Marshall), who 
died on th; 12th of August, 1876. He o ~ ~ n s  one hundred and twenty 
acres, wort11 83,600. He  is a stalwart republican in politics. 

Joseph C. Gundy, Rossville, merchant, was born in Vermilion 
- county, Illinois, on ;he 15th of February, 1S3S, and is the son of Jb 

seph and Sally (Davison) Gundg. He was enrolled on ,the 1st of June. 
1861, in Co. B, 25th Ill. Vol., and was engaged in the fbllorin,o 
battles : Pea Ridge, Perry ville, Stone Ri ver, Cllickanlauga, Mission 
Ridge and Kenesaw Mountain. His service on the Btlan ta campaign 
terminated on the 26th of Angast, when his regiment withdrew pre 
pamtory to returning l~ome, as their period of enlist~nent had about 
expil*ed. He was com~nissioned second-lientenant of his conlyan~-on 
the 17th of February, 1869, and first-lientenant on the 14th of April, 
1863. H e  was brigade commissary from tho time Bnell advanced 
from Louisville until after the battle of Perrvville, and post commis- 
sary at Cleaveland, East Tennessee, in the winter of 1863-4. He 
been collector of Ross tow~lship, and is now president of the board of 
trustees of Rosscille. Mr. Gnndy was married on the 29th of Novem- 
ber, 1865, to Miss Anna Tuttle. They are the parents of two living 
children : Flora and Mand M. His political opinions arc republican. 

Daniel C. Dearnude, Rossville, merchant, mas born in Vermilio~ 
c o u ~ l t ~ ,  Illinois, on the 26th of July, 1839, and is th2 son of Samuel 
and Eiesnor (Hillery) Deamude. He was reared a fbnner. Mr. Dea- 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



ROSS TOWNSHIP. 679 

rnnde enrolled in GO. D, 35th Ill. Val., on the 3d of July, 1861, and 
into the United States serrice on the 2Stl1 of August follow- 

. These arc the chief engagemen ts in wl~icll 11c participated : Pea 
Ridge, Corin tll, Mnmfordsoille, P c ~ v i l l e ,  Stone River, Chickamauga: 
Mission Edge,  Cllal-1est011, Ten n ., Rocky Face Ridge, Buzzard Roost. 
Resaca and Burnt Ixickorv. At Cllicl;ama.uga he was sliglltlg aouuded ; 
received nine bullets tllrongll his clotlling, two of them takino L~ ]lair 

llis head ; at Missiorl Ridge he received a flcsll wound in 
his right ai*m ; at Burnt Hiclrory on the 26th of Mav, 186% he mas 
sevel*e@ wounded in the left side. H e  was n~ustercd out wit11 
regiment at  Springfield, Illinois, on t l ~ c  27th of September, 1864. Oo 
the 1st of Januarj~ following he i*ecrnited Co. K, 150th 111. To]., and 
ras m~~stcred in as first-lieutenant on the 14th of February; he was 
mustered out early in 1866. Mr. Deamnde married, on the 29th of' 
Bo~ember, 1866, to Harriet a Moshcr. The past ten years he has 
been in tlle hardware trade in Eossville. He  is a republican and a 
Metllodist. 

Tllomas J. Allison, Alvin, farmer, mas born on t h e  30th of Septe~n- 
ber, 1840. in Newel1 townsllip, Vermilion county, Illinois, and is the 
son of 0tllo and Mary (Leonard) Allison. He  enlisted on the 15th of 
August, 1861, in Go. li, of Wllicil he was fifth-sergeant, 37th Ill. Vol.. 
Col. J. C. Black. He participated in the battles of Pea Eiclge, P~wairie 
Grove, Van Bnren, Ark. ; Sngar Creek, Neosllo, Nemtonia, Cape 
Girsrdean and Chalk Bluffs, Mo., and the siege of Vicksbnrg. H e  
nas taken prisoner in Louisiana on the 29th of September, 1S63, and 
held in confinement until the 22d of Ju l j ,  1864. H e  was married on 
the 26th of March, 1867, to Samantha Cnnningham. They have two 
living children : Bertha and Charlej. H e  is a repnblican in politics. 

John L ~ t l e ,  Rossrille, farmer, was born in Clinton county, Ohio, 
on the loth of Xugnst, 1825. I-Ie is the son of John and Bathsheba 
(Babb) L d e .  When four years old his parents relrlored to Fouutdn 
county, fndiana, and in 1843 he came to Verlnilio~l county, Illinois, 
and lived on the Covingtorl road three miles east of Danville, tmo 
years, then on tlie North Fork one season, and the rest of the time, till 
1856, on tbc East. Forli of the Vermilion, when he went west and 
remained orer n-inter. He retnrncd the next spring and settled ~vllere 
be now lives, one mile east of Rossville. H e  has one brother, Isaac, 
and six sisters : Mary, Anna, Hannah, Eliza, Sarah and SIartha. His 
htber died on the 7th of August, 1836, and his motl~er 011 the 2.itll of 
Harch, 1854. ' H e  o ~ n s  one hundred and twenty acres, worth 83,500. 
He is a republican in politics. 

Cornelius W. Miller, Thomas, Warren county, Indiana, farmer, mas 
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born in Vermilion county, Illinois, on the 23d of September, 1843 

He is a son of Andrew J. and Catharine (Moyer) Miller. H~ ,,, 
married on the 11th of' February, 1877, to Mary Llo?-d, who was born 
on the 11th of April, 1854. H e  owns one hundred and njnety-tmo 
acres of land, which lies in sections 19, town 22, range 10, an'd 24, 
town 22, range 11. H e  is the father of two children: James U., born 
on the 4th of February, 1818, and Ida May, born on the 7tl1 of April, 
1879. I n  politics he is a democrat. 

George W. Miller, Ross\~ille, farmer, was born on the 36th of N ~ -  
ve~nber, 1841, in  Vermilion county, Indiana. When two years old his 
parents, Andrew J. and Catharine (Moyer) Miller, removed t o  the 
present limits of Ross township, Vermilion county, Illinois, wllere he 
has since lived. His farm of two hnndred and eighty-fioe acres, valued 
at  $8,500, lies principally in sections 8, 9 and 16, town 22, range 11, 
H e  was married on the 15th of Febrnarj-, 1872, to Viana C. Haas, 
who was born on the 27th of November, 1832. They have four chil- 
dren: Louisa C., born on the 8th of March, 1873 ; Andrew D., born 
0x1 the 12t4  of October, IS%; Sarnuel J., borl~ on the 13th of October, 
1876 ; Mary E., born on the 27th of December, 1878. Mr. Miller is a 
@reenback democrat, strongly tincta red with independence of all parties. b 

Andrew Miller, deceased, was born in Kentucky on the 31st of De 
cenlber, 1812. H e  was the son of Cornelius and Alice (Bairden) 
Miller. He caule with his parents to Vermilion county, I~idiana, about 
1831. In  1843 he permanently settled in Vermilion co~un tj-, Illinois, 
where he died. I n  1845 1le began ilnproveulent on the place where 
his widow nonT resides. H e  was successf~~l in his business, 2nd acquired 
considerabie property. A t  one tirne he owned twelve hundred acres 
of land. H e  sold some portions of this, arid liberailj endowed his 
heirs with the remainder. H e  was a democrat. 

, Isaac Christmar~, Rossville, farmer, was born in Preble county, Ohio, 
on the 2ith of January, 1823. H e  is the son of Peter and Sarah 
(Stout) Christman. In 1825 his parents removed to Tippecanoe 
couuty? Indiana, and in IS30 to Warren county, where his father died 
on the 3d of November, 1859. H e  was married on the 26th of KO- 
vember, 1843, to 3liss Elizabeth Gnndy, daughter of Joseph Gun@. 
soon afterward he moved into Vermilion conntr, Illinois, rn1lel.e he n o r  
resides, and lived five or six years ; but, as the conntry was sickly, he 
returned to his large estate in Indiana, mhere he relnaiued until 1S'TS: 
when lie came again to Verniilion county, and resumed the improve- 
ment of' the tract of eleven hundred and t i ~ e n t y  acres which he ]laz 
owned many years. Nr .  Christman has always been an extensive 
fartner and heavy stock-raiser. H e  has been a member of ~ i l l i a m s ~ o ~ ~  
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Lodge, No. 38, A.F. & A.M., tmTentp years. H e  inclines to indepeud- 
,-,ce in politics. 

xilton Lee, Rossville, merchant, mas born in Springfield, Clark 
county, Ohio, on t.he 3d of March, 1837, and is the son of James and 
gary (Williams) Lee. I n  IS44 he accompanied his parents on their 

to Vance township? Verlnilion county, Illinois, where he lived 
until 1866, when he removed to Rosscille, where he has been employed 
tile past six years in merchandisi~~g. H e  enrolled in  Captain Frazier's 
Co. (C), 12th 111. Val. Inf., in April, 1861, being the twelfth man 
en]ijte~l in Vermilion bounty. H e  was mustered out at Cairo about 
the 1st of Lkug~~st ,  by reason of the expiration of enlistment, which 
vas for t,l~ree months. I n  the same month he reenlisted in Co. I, 
35t,h Ill. Vols. The second lientenant of his company having died, 
Mr. Lee was elected, a t  Sedalia, Missouri, by the enlisted men, to 
that vacancy, being promoted from third sergeant. H e  sel-ved in the 
siege of Corinth, and or1 Euell's retreat to Louisville, snbsequently 
taking part in the battle of Yerryuille, shortly after which he was 
promoted to first lieutenant. In  November, 1862, a pioneer corps, 
consistirlg of two enlisted men from each company and one lieutenant 
from each regiment, was organized ; and the several detachments from 
the 35th Ill., 8 ls t  Irld., 4th Iowa and the 25th Ill. constituting his 
brigade, were fol-med into Co. T i ,  2d Battalion, Pioneer Brigade, com- 
manded by Captain, afterward Brevet Brig.-Gen. Morton, and Lieut. 
Lee vas giren the command of this company, mhich he led in the 
battle of Stone River. H e  was sent back from Elk River to Nashville 
to fit out the pontoon train, and was enlployed in the organization of 
the pontooniers, whom, with the train, he condncted across the Curn- 
berland Nountains. H e  held a position at  the mouth of Battle Creek 
t.hroughout the intensive and critical period of affairs at Cllickarnauga. 
This pioneer corps was disbanded in June, 1864, and the men and 
ofieers returned to their regiments. Lieut. Lee rejoined the 35th in 
huui of Kenesaw BMoontain, where he fongllt on the 27th of June. 
He was mustered out with the regiment at Springfield, Illinois, on the 
47th of September, 1864. He mas married on the 7th of October, 
1868, to Catllarir~e Guady. They have two children living : Herbert 
2nd Catllarine. Mr. Lee is a. republican in politics. 

Asa W. White, Alrin, f'ar~ner and stocli-raiser, Tras born in Mns- 
ljngurn  count^, Ohio, or1 the l%h of June, 1819, and is a son of John 
2nd Mary (Davis) White. When he was twelve years old his parents 
removed to Licking county, where he lived till 1841, when he settled 
in ROSS connty. I n  IS& jle came to Illinois and located in Vermiliori 
county, near the present-site of State Line City. H e  has lived in this 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



4 
682 HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY. 

cot~nty since. Mr. White was poor for rnanv years after he came, and 
lived by renting farms. A t  length, in 1860, he bollgllt the first farm 
he ever owned in illinois. By unremitting industry and careful man. 
agement he has increased it to three hundi*ed and t~venty acres, north 
$6,500. H e  lias ten cllildrcn living: John W., born on the 1st of 

March, 1846; James E. ; Tidlsh ; Delia A., born on tlie 6th of Sep 
tember, 1847; Yartlla, born on tile 2d of June, 1S54; Noah; George 
H. ; Eliznbetli ; Sarah E., born on the 9th of April, 1863 ; Nary A., 
born on the 19th of February, 1865. Mr. White is a citizen of sterling 
integrity, and is a republican in politics. 

Willianl T. Fairchild, Rossville, Farmer, mas born in Blount tolvn- 
ship, Vermilion couuty, or] the 9th of November, 1847, and is the son 
of Zerlas and Mary Ann (Hastings) Fairchild. He  was reared as a 

farmer, and has always lived in the county in 1%-hich he was born. He 
was married on the 12th of February, 1874, to Dialelnrna Ann Moss, 
who was born on the 5th of October, 1850, and died on the 16th of 
December, 1875. H e  was inarried again, on the 4th of' October, i f i T i ,  
to Eleanor Busenbark, who mas born on the 19th of M y ,  1855. Mr. 
Faircllild is the father of two children, one of nholn is living: Lily 
Yay, who was born on the 10th of November, 1878. The name of 
the deceased is Charles Wesley, who was born on the 11th of Jolle, 
1875, and died or] the 25th of September, 1875. Mr. Fairchild is a 
republican, and he belongs to the United Brethren cllnrcll. 

Elias Morse Gilbert, Rossville, liverj7man, was born in Ross town- 
ship on the 13th of May, 1848, and is the son of James Harvey and 
Sarah (Matlier) Gilbert. When obtaining his education he spent one 
year at Union Christian College, Merom, Indiana. In  1573 he started 
in the livery business in Rossuille, and now has a .tine large establisll- 
men t, a-ell furnished with good horses and carriages, and everything in 
the line necessary for tlle dispatch of business or the promotion of 
pleasure. H e  was married on the 16th of June, 1875, to Belle Wier, 
of Ontario, Canada, 1~711o was born on the 20th of December, l S j 9 -  
They are the parents of two sons : Harvey, born on the 12th of De- 
cember, 1576, and Robert A., born on the 29th of Septe~nber, 1Si8-  
H e %  a republican in politics. 

Henry W. Harris, Rossville, farmer, was born in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylwnia, on tlle 6th of Jrdy, 1827. H e  is a son of Jesse and 
Lydia Ann (Warner) Harris. I n  1541 his parents removed to Ross 
county, Ollie, and lived there till 1848, when he  settled in ROSS tonn- 
ship, Vermilion county, Illinois, near the present site of Nann's 
Chapel, and removed fko~om thence in 1853 to his present abode on the 
northeast quarter of section 15, town 28, range 11. He was married on 
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the 24th of November, 1853, to Nancy Clarli, who died on the 24th 
l a y ,  1864. He was married again, on tlle 32d of Jnne ,  1865, to Marv 
E. Money. R e  bas been scl~ool treasurer of town 22, range Il, since 
1615. He is the fhtl~er of ten l iving children: prescott, Mary Emma, 

Stanton, Oliw, Salolne, Lydia, Josephine, Jolln and Minnie. 
He orris one l~undl*ed and sixty acres of land, worth $4,500. H e  is a 
repnb]jca~~ in politics. 

Josiah Bivane, Alvin, farmer, was born in Franklin county, Ohio. 
on the 23d of December, 1832. H e  is a son of Tllomas and Anna 
(Gundy) Bivans. I n  the h l l  of IS49 lle came to Illinois, and settled 
on tl~e east fork of the Vermilion, in the present limits of Roc cs town- 

EIe was married 011 the 23d of December, 1852, to Rebecca 
~outy, wllo was born on the 29th of Janna~y;  1834. He was a lleartv 
supporter of the war for the preservation of the Union, and snbscribed 
liberally to a fund for tllc hiring of substitntee. He has been liighwav 
comlnissiorler twelve or fourteen years, and constable of Ross one 
term. He is the fhtiler of sewn children: Horatio T.. born o,n the 
26th of August, 1853; Francis $I., Yai*ch 15, 1856 ; John N., June 
13,1858 ; Martlla D., Marc11 26, 1862 ; Robert T., June 10, IS67 : 
died September 21, 1869 ; Williarn J., December 18, 1869 ; Henry C.: 
Jannarj 28, 1874. I n  politics he is a republican, and his religious 
views are Methodist. 

Charles A. Allen, Rosscille, attorney, was born iil Danville, Illi- 
nis, on the 26th of July, 1851, and is the son of William I. and Emily 
(Xemell) Allen. His mother was a daughter of 'Squire James Wewell, 
for whom N e ~ ~ e l l  to~vnsliip mas named. Mr. Allen entered the law 
~chool of t.he Blichigan University in Septemberl 18.72, and graduated 
onthe 25th of March, 1874. He iintnediately located in Rossvi!lel 
dere he now resides, and is practicing his profession with gratifying 
success. He  is enterprising and public-spirited, and verifies the old 
adage that "blood  ill tell." H e  married, on the 4th of April, 1878, 
to Niss Nary Thompson. In' politics he is a republican, and his re- 
ligious r i e ~ ~ s  are Methodist. 

Amaziah Davis, deceased, was born in what mas then Morgan 
to~n ty ,  Viginia, on the 2d of August, lS07. He was a son of Jona- 
than and Margaret (Hill) Davis. H e  removed with his parents to 
Buskingtlrn county, Ollio, in 1812, where he grew up and spent his 
life $mling till 1851, when he moved to Grant to~vnsl~ip, Vei-milion 
coQnty,Illinois, and settled on a farm near Rossville. H e  was married 
On:t11e 24th of April, 1832, to Emily Berry. H e  held tllc oflice of 
'0" commissioner several years ; was a republican in politics, liberal 
in his views, and univewally respected as a luau and citizen. H e  was 
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a prclninent and influential member of the United Brethren church 
over thirty years. H e  owned one h ~ n d r e d  and sixty acres of choice 
farming land. His  death occurred on the 10th d a ~ ~  of May, 1879. 
TWO of his sons enlisted at the same time in Co. A, 195th 111. To]., 
leaving home on the 1st of February, 1864. Their sen-ice was of brief 
duration, both dying of measles,- the elder, Charles, at Mashville, on 
the 1st of March following, and Elias at  Chattanooga, on the 5th. Mrs. 
Davis was born on the 2d of April, 1813, in Muskingum eonntv. Ohio. 

U 8 

Her parents were James and Hannah (Williams) Berry. 
William D. Foulke, Rossville, retired farmer, was born in Bucks 

county, Pennsylvania, on the 5th of June, 1128, and is a sou of Evard 
and Fanng (Watson) Foollie. From the time he was seventeen years 
old until he became of age he clerked in a dry-goods house in Philadel- 
phia. In 1852 he came to Vermilion conr~t.y, Illinois, a,nd went into 
the stock business, buying up cattle and sheep and grazing t,hem. He 
drove the first lot of cows and sheep ever talcen from this section 
to  Lancaster county, Pennsylvania ; before this i t  was supposed to be 
impossible to drive sheep so far, but this experiment was entirely sue- 
cessfill. H e  had at  the same time an interest in a mercantile house in 
South Charleston, Clark countv, Ohio. This business was mamped in 
1855 by the potent influence of 'wild-cat money. Again in 1858 he 
came to Illinois and settled on a farm near Rossville, n+ich he still 
omrne. H e  has conducted farmi& operations since that time, and in ad- 

- 

dition done a good deal of surveying. H e  surveyed most of the north 
part of the county, and, besides, laid out Hoopeston, Rossrille and 
Alvan. He has been justice of the peace for Grant and Ross toan- 
ships, collector, and at present coinmissioner of highways for the latter. 
H e  married on the 5th of April, 1854, to Alice Tho~rlas. Tiley hiire 
four l ivi~lg children : Susan J., Ellen, Jane and Lulu. Mr. Fonlke has 
been a member of the Societv of Friends the past twentr-nine Sears. 
He is a republican, and owns one hundred and eighty acres, north 
$5,500. 

Lewis Coon, deceased, was born near Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 5th 
of December, 1852. He was the son of John and Sarah (Morehead) 
Goon. His parents relnoved to Clint011 county, Indiana, ~vhen he ass 
young, and he  mas reared there on n farm. He married on the 47th 
of November, 1851, to Mary Albrigl~t. I n  the fall of 1853 hernored 
with his family to Illinois, and settled where his widorr now lives in 
ROSS township, Vermilion county. Both he and Mrs. Coon became 
members of the United Brethren church in 1860. H e  ir.its a life-10% 
democrat, and was greatly esteemed for his strict integrity and neigh- 
borly qualities. H e  died on the 13th of May, 1870, learing one bun- 
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dred and sixty-se~e11 acres of land to his heirs. The following were 
his ellildret~ : Sarah Eliza, Melissa Belle, Mary Jane, who died on the 
29th of Ma]-ch, 1872, John  D., Iieturah Ann, Caroline, ,&]antson, 
George B- M-, ~f-110 died on the 5th of Jnne,  1865, and Laura Ellen. 
grs. Coon 13-as a daughter of David and Pllebe (Nen-man) Albright. 
Her father was a native of Pennsylvania, and her mother of T\iew Pork. 
The former died on the 2Sth of Septenlber, 1851; and tile latter on 

7th of June, 1853. 
William Cllambers, Rossville, fai-mer,  as born in Queen Arlne 

count?: >iaq-land, on the 26th of Februarv. 1826. Ile is a son of 
Matthem B. and Letitia (EroaclitwitJ-1 Cllarnbers. When very vourlg 
his parents moved to Franklin c o ~ ~ ~ l t ~ ,  Indiana, and lived there till he 
ass tv-elve, when they went to 31on tgomerj- county. He enlisted in 
the early part of Jnne,  1S46, in Co. H, 1st Ind. Vols., Col. James P. 
Drake. At New Orleans his company ar.d another from Hendri& 
county, Indiana, were err1barl;ed or1 board a sailing vessel for Point 
Isabel, but on the passa,ge she g r o u ~ ~ d e d  wilile under full sail. Titis 
occurred two l~ours  before daylight, and, when nlorning came, Padre 
Island was discovered half a mile off. Two sailors, taking a snlall 
line, swam to land. and ~vith this drew a rope ashore, by means of 
which the wreck was delivered of the men and the cargo, ten days 
being cons~uned in the removal of the latter. The vessel was burned. 
This regiment passed their term of service on the Rio Grande? 'guard- 
ing stores and doing other correspondingly irksome dntr .  I t  is said 
that a too ardent fondness for the '' flowirtg bowl " in the comnlanding 
officer determined Gen. Tarylor to keep them in the rear, and thus by 
the sins of one were many made to forfeit a share in the glories which 
clustered around the national standard fiom Palo Alto to Bnena Vista. 
Xr. Chambers was discharged at Point Isabel sllortly before the !-ear 
for which he had volunteered had expired. H e  shipped for home on a 
rotten craft, and drifted a,bout the gulf thirty days, ~vit ,h only eight 
dajs' rations aboard. The sufYering from hunger was great, but that 
from thirst 11-as exquisite. ,I Spanish merchantman heaving in sight, 
a flag of distress was hoisted, and provisions and water obtained. The 
last fea days the men had subsisted on rotten oats. Eleven deaths 
occurred before they arrived in port. Mr. Chambers was 'married on 
the 10th of Sugnst, 1848, to L ~ d i a  Phelps. H e  learned the carpenter 
trade, and divided his labors between that and farming till 1853, when 
he moved to Wag .ne to~~n ,  Indiana, and sold goods two years ; and in 
April, 1855, removed to Blue Grass Grove, Ver~nilion conn t?-, Illinois, 
and in 1865 to Bean Creek, in Ross townsl~ip, where he now lives. I n  
1861 and 1562 he \$-as superrisor of Middle Fork township, which 
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then embraced the town of Bntler. He was collector of that town 
one term, and llas been s~~perr isor  of Ross since the spring of 1878 
H e  has a family of eight children : ~ a r a h  Jane, wife of James D., 
Leonard ; J o l ~ u  B., Martha Melinda, wife of Frank Honcllirl ; Melissa 
Ann, wife of Asa Allen ; Mary Frances, Elizabeth Alice, Riellard, 
Charlie (dead). Mr. Cl~arnbcrs owns seven llundred and seventy-eight 
acres, north $83,500. H e  is a conservative democrat, and has been a 
member of the Baptist church for twenty-t 11-o years. 

William T. Cnrlningl~am, Rossville, inercllant, was born in Gmnt 
township, Vernlilion county, Illinois, on the 1st of December, 

. and is t l ~ e  son of' Hnrnes and Elizabeth (Winning) Cnnningham. Both 
parents died when lle was very young : his father departed this life on 
the 13th of Fcbrnsry, 1859, his mother llaving previously gone to 
her rest on the 1st of October, 1857. Mr. Cunningllam was reared by 
his grandparents, Tllomas R. arld Elizabeth Winning, on their farm in 
Grant township. In the h l l  of 1874, then sixteen years old, he began 
for himself by hiring as a clcrk in the grocery store of John R. Smith, 
Esq., of Rossville, mllerc he re~nained eighteen months. He labored 
on a h r m  a year, then clerked in the ilardware store of D. C. Deamude, 
Esq., of Rossville, a year. Resuming thnn life a short time again, on 
the 1st of October, 187S, 11e formed a copartncrsllip with William S. 
Lefever in the mercantile business in Eossville. He is a democrat. 

Alvan W. Gilbert, Rossville, fariner, mas born in Ross to~mship, 
Vermilion county, Illinois, on the 20 th of May, 1856, and is the son of 
Alran and Nancy (Horr) Gilbert. H e  was bred a farmer. Be was 
married on the 18th of April, lS'iS, to Miss Mcda C;~rson, who rras 
born on the 21st of February, 1856, near Franltlin, Jollnson count,?, 
Indiana, and reared in Ii~dianapolis. H c  owns one hundred and ten 
acres, worth $5,000. I n  politics 11e is a republican. 

William Bitelcr, Alvin, fhrmer? was born in Adarns  count^, Penn- 
sylvania, on the 9th of April, 1830, and is a son of' Abral~arn and Eliza- 
beth (Overholser) Biteler. I Ie  bccamc an orpllan at the age of six or 
seven years, and irnmigratcd to Madison county, Indiana, in 1539, 
where he labored seven consccntive years clearing land and log-rolling, 
doing no other kind of work. H e  11-as mal*ricd on the 15th of April, 
1841, to Msl*.y Ray. I n  January, 1S50, 11e settled in Warren co~lnt~, 
Indiana,, and in March, 1857, reuloved to Ross township, Vermilion 
county, Illinois, and locsted ~vhcre 11e now lives. Mr. Biteier 112s 

made four farms in tlle coun.se of his lifc - two were cleared up in tile 
woods and two v7ere on prairie land. Eras \yoked llard allvays ; been 
fru,arrl; and carefill in llis business transactions, in wllicll be has been 
uniformly governed by tlle strictest principles of honesty. He bad at 
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,,, time two hundred and twenty-five acres in Ross, bnt has divided 
his land anlong his children, retaining but eighty acres. His son, 
jimes Edward, was a member of Co. B, 125tli Ill. Vols. Soon after 
tile battle of Perryville, in  which lie bore a share, lle was stricken down 

measles, which ran into typhoid fever, and his life terminstcd at  
~ ~ \ \ ~ l i n g  Green, Kentucky, on the 10th of December, 1862. There are 
now four living cllildrexl : Minerva ; Amanda ; Cornelius : and Will iarn 
H. In politics he  is a greeabacker. H e  belongs to tlie church of 
God ; popularly, soul sleepers; 

William , Salmans, Alvin, fanner, was born near Zanesoille, MUSIC- 
ingut11 county, Ohio, on the 29th of Janunrr, 1823, and is the son of' 
$]liarn and Fanny (Wallace) Salnians. H& Cather was born in  Dela- 
ware county, Delaware, on tlle 5th of September, 1.796, and his mother 
~ a j  a nat.ive born Irish wornan. Mr. Salmans was bred a. fh*mer. 
When quite young his father settled in Goer~lsey county, Ohio, 1110.~- 

ing frorn t,l~ence in April, 1839, to Jackson count?-. H e  was married 
on tlle 10th of January, 1847, to Sliss Prndence Phillips, daughter of 
Daniel Pllillips, a well-to-do farmer o f  Jaclrso~l connty. H e  settled 
that spring on an eig1it.y acre farill ml~icll lle owned living there nntil 
the spring of 1851, f:nrming in summer and teaching scllool i n  ~vixitel; 
d e n  he bought a small stocb of dry goods and grocei-ies and started a 
country store. This venture not paying well, lle went in to partnership 
with his brother-in-law, Dr. Sylvester, in BIarion, Ohio ; after eigl~teen 
montlls lle sold out to the doctor and dissolved the firm. About that 
time Mr. Salmans banght a large bankrupt stock, at Sand fork, Gallia 
county, aild moved to t1la.t point and spent the sulnmer selling goods, 
closing out the entire concern to Dr. Sylvester i n  tlle fall. H e  next 
bonght out the dry goocls firm of Frazee &. Co., in Hamden, Vinton 
county; re~naiiled in  business there nutil the spring of '54, sellingstock 
ofgoods to W. H. Gleason, and his town property to Dr. Arnold. H e  
moved into the country, traveled dui-ing the summer, and in the fall 
resnmed scllool teaching, wllich Ile follon-ed three years witl~out inter- 
ruption: at $100 per quarter: meantime buying and'sllaring notes on 
the Iron Fllrnacc Company. I n  the spring of IS55 he inoved to 
Charleston, Coles county, IlIiuois, moving from thence to Sugar 
Grow, Verlnilion county, in the $all ; and to Ross townsl~ip the nest  
spring, where he llas sixlee resided ; teaching the district scllool the 
folloning minter. His advantages for cad7 education Kere ~e i* j -  slight, 
and he could only *read and write indifl'eretrtly a t  the age of tn-enty ; 
at that time ile started to scllool, traveling two and a 1lalf nlilea, morn- 
ing md evening; tool< up the common branches, apylying l~iinself 
with energy and resolution night and day to his studies, going tllrongh 
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in twenty-two days, and working every example in the hardest srith- 
metic then in use - the Western Calculator. The ~lext Jvinter he 
obtained his first certificate to teach. His first wife ]laving died on the 
8th of February, lS67, he rnarried again 011 the 30th of Septenlher, 
1869, to Etnina Colvin. I Ie  is serving his thil*d term as jllstice of the 
peace of ROSS township. MI-. Salmilns was an abolitionist during tile 
early agitation of the slavery qnestion, and votecl first for Henry clsr 

,J d 

in 1844. H e  is the father of seven l ivi~lg children : Mark, Robert, 
Daniel, Emma, George William, Sarah 'Jane, and Martha Jane, He 
owns one hundred and sixty acres of land, worth $j,j00. He is a 
republican and a Methodist. 

John M. Ross, Alvin, farmer, was horn in Flelning countj, K ~ ~ -  
tucky, on the 19th of December, ISOS, and is the son of Jollllson and 
Jane (McMann) Ross. I n  1823 his father 11loved to '\JTal*ren cofinty, .J 

Ohio. In  .I831 the subject of this sketch left home and began the 
study of dentistry, practicing ilntil 1840, five years of the time being 
spent in western Tennessee and northern Alabama. His health fail- 
ing, he returned to Indiana and went  into the inercl~andisirl~ business 
in Cambridge City, Wayne county. I n  1847 he rernored to Indian- 
apolis and engaged in his profession. ,It the end of five years he 
re-located at Milton Mills, bought that property, r~ulrling the mills and 
farming in the nlcantime, w t i l  1858, when he einigrated to Eoss 
township, where lle now resides. He was 111arried on the 27th of De- 
cember, 1840, to Ellen H. Harlaah. His eldest son, Edward H., en- 
listed in Co. B. 125th Ill. Vols., bnt ~ 7 - a ~  stricken early with sickness, 
and died at Jefferson City, Missouri, on the 6th of September, 1861. 
When Mr. Ross settled in Vermilion con11 t ~ -  he pnrchased six hruidred 
and forty acres of prairie land, and snbseqnentl seventy acres of tim- 
ber; but having sold and given some to his children, has reduced Ilia 

homestead to three hundred and ten acres, valued at $9,000. He n.as 
an old line d i g ,  and cast his first vote for president for gallant Harr: 
Cia?, in 1832. I n  1836, when a resitlent of Tennessee, he voted for 
Dayy Crockett for congress. H e  is tile father of four living ehildrell: 
Sal-ah Eliza, John N., Charles E. and I l e z ~ y  H. E i s  religious opinions 
are Blethodist. 

John Ross, Rossville, farmer, was horn ill Brown conn ty, Ollie, 011 
the 22d of December, 1808. H e  is a son of Lazaros and L,$ia 
(Prickett) Ross. H e  lived in.- his native place, fhrming, and for some 
time running a steam grist-mill, until 1859, n-lien he retllo~ed to  

Illinois, and settled on a far111 six miles east of Rossville, J7ermilion 
co~znty. His two sons, Isaac F. and Nelson E., enlisted, on the lg th  
of August, 1862, in Co. B, 125th Ill. Vols. They bore an llonorable 
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P ,t in the battles of Perryville, Chickamauga, Mission Ridge, Kene- 
M~ ~ ~ u n t a i n ,  Peach Tree Creek and Jonesborougl); marched iyith 
Sherman to the sea; thence on the longer and more difficult campaign 
through tbe Carolinas, fighting their last battle at Bentonville, Xorth 
carolina. They marched north at the close of the war through Rich- 
mond, Virginia, to Washington City, closing their active military life 
in that grandest of pageants- the review of ~ilerman's army, on the 
35th of May, 1865. The company disbanded at Chicago, Illinois, on 
tile 27th of June, 1865. In  1872 the subject of this sketch moved into 
Rossville, where he has since lived, retired, er~joying a hale old age as. 
the frnit of a well-spent, industrious life. E e  was inarried on the 16th 
of September, 1830, to Hltnnall W. Fegaerson, n~ho was born ou the 
9th of Ma)--, 1810. They have seven living children : William A., 
Isaac T., Samantha E., wife of Peter Reitz, Nelson E., A r ~ ~ i ~ l d a  J., 
d 'e  of John W. Calton; Nary A., wife of Daniel Romine; Orange 
L. The eldest daughter, Virginia A., was born on the 22d of March, 
1838, married Erastus Reed, and died on the 21st of March, 1859, 
leaving an only daughter, Sarah Luella, f i ~ e  months old. The father 
died in 1864, and the grandparents reared Miss 'Ella, who lires with 
them and imparts the sunshine and freshness of youl~g womanl~ood to 
their home. Mr. Ross is - a republican ; was an original abolitionist 
and under-ground railroader, and takes profound satisfaction in know 
ing that he has kindled the fires of everlasting gratitude in many a 
neero soul by helping him on his pursuit of freedom. Both he and his 
wife have enjoyed an experime~ital knowledge of religion for forty-six 
years. They are members of the United Brethren church. 

Philip Cadle, Rossville,.farmer and stock-raiser, mas borll ill Bed- 
fordshire, England, on the 22d of February, 1849. H e  is the son of 
George and Elizabeth (Sannders) Cadle. H e  came with his parents to 
America in the summer of 1883, and settled in Attics, Indiana ; lired 
there four gears, then inooed to Iroquois county, Illinois, and located 
sonth of Milford, where he remained t v o  years, and in 1859 caine into 
Vermilion county. since which time he has lived in diferent parts of 
the nortller~l half of the cour~t?-. I n  18.70 he left home and began life 
on his own accol~nt. He was married 011 the 30th of May: 1871, to 
Emma Weaden, who died on the 23d of October, 1878. He married 
again on the 27th of October, 1S.75. to America Seymo~u., who was 
born on the 9th of October, 1851. He owns a fine farm of three hull- 
dred and e i g l ~ t y - ~ n ~  acres, valued at $13,OUo, situated t,wo and one-half 
miles southeast of Rossville. Stock-raising co~nprises a large part of 
his business. Mr. Cadle traveled one seasou in Califor1.1ia with an 
indid sister, who died there. H e  is the father of three children : 

44 
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Mary A~lnie, wtio died uu the 28tll of October, 1872 ; Lilian and G ~ ~ -  
trude. He is it repnMicao in politics, and 11% religious eiews are 
Methodist. 

Jacob Dale, Rossville, farmer, was born ill Clark comltg, Oltio on 
7 

the 3d of December, 1836, and is a so11 of Johr~ J .  and Elizabeth 
(Davisson) Dale. In  the fat1 of 1856 he settled ~ i t l l  11is parents in 
Warren county, Indiana, and in February, 1860, in Boss tosnsllip, 
TTermilion county. H e  has since lived here and been engaged in 
hrming. H e  mas married on the 6th of March, 1862, to Nancy E. 
Yrather, who was born on the 27th of November, 1843, and died on 

j the 17th of March, 1877. They are the parents of four c]li]dreD: 
I Mary E., Benjamin, John P.: who died on the 31st of &Iav, 1874, and i 

James, who died on the 24th of June, 1876. Mr. Dale llap a11 nndj- 
1 

vided two-sevenths of three I~undred and sixty acres, woytll $4,500. 1 
i He is a republican, and a member of the M. E. church. His grand- 

father, Isaac Devisson, u7as a veteran of the war of 181%. I 
John J. Dale, deceased, was born in Maryland on the 2d of June, j 

5 1809. H e  was a son of Jacob and Charlotte (Jenkins) Dale. At i 
fburteen was left an orphan ; the next two or three years lie at 
school, after which he was tllrown on his own resources. He ]earned i 
the tailor's trade; went from Maryland to Philadelphia, thence to i 
Ohio, and settled i n  South Charleston in 1532. He mas married to 

I 

Miss Elizabeth Darisson in 1834. I n  1856 he n~oved to Indiana, and 
in 1860 settled in Vermilion county, Illinois, where he bought a farm 
of three hundred and sixty acres. H e  moved to Rossville in 1875. 
I n  1839 he was powcrfull,~ converted, and united with the Methodist 
Episcopal church? and for Inany years filled the offices of class-leader. 
trustee and Sunday-school superintendent. His integrity and rirtue 

- were constant 3zd C O ~ S ~ ~ C I I O I I S ,  and he was held in the highest esteem. 
His  two sons, Daniel and John W., wllo were members of Co. B. 
125th Reg. Ill. Vols., did gallant service for their country. The former 
was killed a t  Stone River, and the latter lost his left arm at Cllicka- 
mauga. H e  has served as courlty clerk of Vermilion count1 since 
1869. In  politics, Mr. Dale was a republican. He na8 the father of 

nine cllildren : Sarah, Jacob, Martlla, Daniel, dead, John W., Isaac. a 
minister of the M. E. cll~ulch and member of the Northnest Indiana 
Conference, Mary Elizabeth, dead, Maggie and Emma. He died on 
10th of July, 1877. 

William H. Cornpton, Rossville, farmer, was born in IIamiIton 
county, Ohio, on the Slst of' December, 1821, and is a son of Batha* 
and Jane (Hankins) Compton. Wllcn he was sixteen ?ears old his 
father removed to Clay county, Indiana -lived there till 1848, rrhen * 
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he went to Xontgomery county. In  1860 he came to Ross township, 
this count?, and settled near where he now lives. H e  was marricd on 
the 15t.l) of June, 1844, to Eluily Stsmart., of Clay county, Indiana, 
formerly from Massacllusetts, who died on the 17th of September, 1850. 
The issue of this marriage was one child, named Rl~oda Jane, born on 
the 30th of January, 1849, who is now wife of Joseph Watts, of 
sugar Grove, Champaign county. Mr. Compton married again on the 
22d of Janually, 1852, to Maria Derby. H e  is the father of one child 
by tllis wife, named Nathan, born on the 12th of June, 1854 ; died on 
the 17th of October, 185s. Mr. Compton made a profession of Chris  
tiaait;g in 1842, and in about 1856 mas licensed to preach by the New 
Light denomination. H e  is a republican in politics, and owns two 
hundred acres of land, worth $6,000. 

William R. Harker, Rossville, saddle and harness maker, mas born 
in Salem county, New Jersey, on the 17th of January, 1836, and is 
the son of Jonathan and Sarah (Eoyal) Harker. At the age of seven- 
teen he was apprenticed to the saddle and harness trade. I n  1856 he 
came to Illinois, and worlced at his trade in different places, beginning 
at Jerscyville, Jersey connty. I n  the fall of 1860 lle found himself in 
Danrille, r~llere he worlied t h e  gears. Mr. Harker settled in Ross- 
~ i l l e  in the fall o f  1864, and after the first. gear set up in business on 
his own acconnt. H e  was marricd on the 1st of January, 1866, to 
Lizzie Woodbury, who died on tlie 13th of January, 1873. H e  mar- 
ried again on tlle 17th of February, 18'74, to Pauline Davis, daughter 
of Jams A. Davis, Esq., of Danrille. H e  is a republican in  politics. 

~ i l l i a h  Vining, Rossville, farmer and fruit grower, mas born in 
!lorrow connty, O!lio, on the 7th of June, 1833. H e  is a son of Cal- 
Fin and Mary Ann (Noe) Vining. His father died on the 17th of 
hoary, 1852, and he remained at  home until. twenty-seven years of 
age,  hen he came to Vermilion county, Illinois, and settled in Ross 
tonnship (1861). H e  was married on the 17th of August, 1858, to 
Celestia M. Horr, who mas born on the 19th of October, 1832. I n  
1855 he embarked in sheep-hnsbandry, which business he continued . 

seven years. H e  is at present extensively engaged in horticulture, 
being well situated on a fine fruit-fkrm of forty acres, lj-ing one half 
mile sonth of the e~~terprising and flourislling town of Rossville. Dur- 
ing six years Mr. Vining was deputy. sheriff for the northern part of 
Vcmiliorl c0unt.y. H e  has a family of two living children: William 
F-9 born on t.l~e 28d of September, 186% Joseph H., born on the 3d 
of September, 1873. H e  has bee?? a member of the N. E. church for 
hentp-eight years. H e  is a republican in politics. 

William P. Hannah, Alvin, farmer, was born in Centerville, Wayne 
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county, Indiana, on the 23d of August, 1827. He is a sol] of Samuel 
and Eleanor (Bishop) Hannah. His father for over fortS Tears exer- 
cised a wide-felt influence, first in political offices, a~ld next in 

stations, and was distinguished for his enterprise arid able ser- 
vices in the internal development of' his state. He  was sheriff, clerk, 
and a member of the board of justices of Wayne county, Indiana; 
postmaster at Centerville under John Quincy Adams, and one of the 
three commissioners appointed by the legislature to locate the Michi- 
gan road from the Ohio river to the lake, and to select the lands se 
cured to the state by a treaty with the Indians, made on the upper 
Wabash in 1826. H e  was twice elected a member of the state legis 
lature. I n  1846 he was chosen by that body treasurer of state, and 
served three years. H e  was the chief promoter of, and leading spirit 
in, the construction of the Indiana Central Railway, and was the first 

- president of the road. Later, he became treasurer of the Indianapolis 
& Eellefontaine Railroad Company. I n  May, 1852, he accepted the 
oEce of treasurer of the Indiana Central, and held it nr;til 1864, when 
he retired from active life. A t  different times during his incumbency 
of this oEce he was also secretary for the same company. He died on 
the 8th of September, 1869, aged nearly eighty years. The subject of 
this sketch passed his early life in farming and in clerking in a store 
belonging to his father. H e  studied law with John S. xewmlzn, a 
brother-in-law, afterward prominent in business and political circles, 
and Oliver I?. Morton, who were law-partners. B t  the age L of tme~ltv U 

he was admitted to practice, undergoing examination by Geoge m. 
Julian, George H. Whitman and Oliver P. Morton, and receiving his 
license from Hon. Jehu  T. Elliott, afterward chief jnstice of the Su- 
preme Court of Indiana. Soon after he formed a law partnership 
with Hon. John S. Newman, which mas continued until the fall of 
1849, when he acceptkd the position of deputy United States marshal 
under Gen. Sol. Meredith, discharging the duties of the same till 
November, 1950. 0 x 1  t.he 20th. of that month he was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Margaret A. Dunham. The winter of 1850-1 he spent 
in Iowa, seeking a location for the practice of his *rofession, bnt not 
finding one suited to his desires, he returned to Indianapolis in the 
spring, and engaged in railroad business on the Indiana Central: fifit 
as a clerk, then passenger conductor, next receiver of funds, and 
finally, general ticket agent. These various positions he occupied 
from 1853 to 1856. In the former year he was engaged by the city 
council of Indianapolis to re-dnplicate the tax-list of that city, the 
original being so full of errors as to be worthless-a piece of work 
which he executed with accuracy and dispatch, to the entire ~atisffic- 
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tion of the council and the tax-payers. I n  1856 he opened a grocery 
,tore in Davenport, Iowa, and the next year removed to Blue Earth 

Minnesota, where he preempted one hundred and sixty acres 
of land, migrating from thence in the fall of 1858 to Linn county, 
Kansas. Here he was elected to the office of connty assessor, and 
served one term. In  the winter of 1860-1, succeeding th.e well-known 
drouth of the previous summer, he went to Kansas City, Missouri, to 
minter his family, intending to return in the spring; but the war broke 
out, and he moved back to Illinois, and located in Ross township,Ver- 
rnilion county, buying a farm of three hundred and twenty acres, in 
February, 1863, on which he has since resided. His wife died that . 

year, and he was again married, on the 13th of December, 1866, to 
Mrs. Isabel Warren, formerly Miss Isabel Kent, daughter of Perrin 
Kent, of Warren connty, Indiana. He has ten living children, all of 
whom are either at home or settled in Vermilion county, except his 
eldest son, Richard H., who is married, and living in Phillips county, 
Kansas. This son is a graduate of the Illinois Industrial University, 
and was at one time florist of the institution. Mr. Hannah is an inde- 
pendent republican ; a rnan of large views, good information, and live 
business tdent. H e  owns three hundred arid twenty acres of land, 
vortth $11,500. 

William W. Phillips, Rossville, lumber dealer, was born in Licking 
county, Ohio, on the 4th of July, 1837, and is the son of John and 
Matilda (Pumplirey) Phillips. He  removed with his parents in 1842 
toVan Burell coonty, Iowa. His early life was passed in cultivating 
the soil. He enrolled, on the 25th of August, 1861, in a militia regi- 
ment, known as the Northeast Missouri Regiment of Horne Guards 
(Col. Xoore), and served the full term of exilistment - three months. 
He enlisted again on the 13th of August, 1862, in Co. F, 19th Iowa 
Inf., and was discharged on the 28th of December, 1862, on account of 
disability. He  came the next Februar)~ to Dancille, Illinois, but mas 
unsettled until 1867, being engaged - in the nieantilne in carpentering 
2nd traveling from place to place. I n  June, 1867, lle became employed 
as salesman in A. Leonard's lumber office, Danville. On the 29th of 
January, ISTI, he was married to Florence Frazier, goungest daughter 
of Sanluel Frazier of Danville. In  ,lugust, 1871, he removed to ROSS- 

a n d  opened the lumber and coal trade, in which he is at present 
engaged. Mr. Phillips has been village trustee four years. H e  is the 
father of two children: Edward, born on the 18th of ~ c t o b e r ,  18.73; 
aice, born on the 28th of September, 1876. H e  has been a member 
of the Methodist church upward of twenty years. H e  is a republican 
in politics. 
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Saznnel Cook, Rossville, farmer, was born in Fountain collntv 
diana, on the 12th of Mawll, 1842, and is the son of William anddheev 
(Vannesse) Cook. H e  enrolled in Co. H, 52d Ind. Vols., on the 28ti 
of July, 1862, and mustered into the United States service earlr the 
following month. After the battle of Stone River his regimen; was 
attadled to Gen..Wilder's famous brigade of monnted infantrp, and 
armed with the celebrated Spencer rifles - seven-sl~ooters. &fr." cook 
fought at  Hoover's Gap and Cllickamauga ; went on the expedition to 

West Point, Mississippi, under Gen. A. J. Smitll, in co~~cert with Gen, 
Sherman on his Meridian raid; shared i n  the operations and move 
ments which brought Atlanta to the feet of her conquerors, seming 
throughont and supporting the arduous toils and constant dangers of 

that one hundred dajs' campaign, participating in the battles of Re$ 
aca, Big Shanty and Jonesborough. I l e  mas engaged during hie term 
in daring and hazardous expeditions, and performed tlle excessive dutv, V ,  

and marching and skirmishing, incident to the rnonnted service. He 
was under Gen. Wilson on the p u r s ~ ~ i t  of Jeff Dar-is, and had a v i e r  

/ 

of that traitor directly after llis captnre. H e  was mustered out at In- 
dianapolis, on the 6th of July, 1865. Mr. Cook was married on the 
2d of May, 1869, to Annie E. Whitehall, who was born on 'the 25th of 
February, 1848. They are the parents of t.wo living children : Edith, 
born on the 14th of February, 1870, and Matie, born on the 15th of 
February, 1872. I n  politics he is a republican, and in religion a Pres- 
byterian. 

Thomas Bennett, Rossvil Ie, farmer and stock-raiser, was born in 
Bedfordshire, England, on the 24th of June,  1630. He is s son of 
Thomas and Rebecca (Stewart) Bennett. In April, 1851, he emigmted 
with his parents to America, and settled in Danville. I n  the fdll of 
1852 he went to Covington, Indiana, to reside permanently, and the 
next spring engaged irl the butcller's trade. H e  continued in this busi- 
ness till 1866, when he returned to Vermilion county, Illinois, and set- 
tled on a farm where he has since lived, one mile and a half ~011th of 
Rossville. On the 21th day of October, 1858, he TX-as married to Niss 
Catharine E. Mann, who died on the 2d of Jannary, 1873. They have 
one child: Mary Ann, born on the 3d of August, 1861. Mr. Bennett 
owns twelve hundred acres worth $36,000. H e  is a republican in POI- 
itics, and his religious views are Methodist. 

Solomon I. Bartges, Alvin, druggist, was born on the 17th of July, 
1845, in North Georgetown, Colurnbiana county, Ohio, and is a son of 
John M. and Sarah (Kutz) Bartges. He enlisted in Co. G, 58th Ollie 
TOIS., on the 21st of November, 1861, he then being but sixteen years old. 
H e  fought at Fort Donelson and at Pittsburgi Landing: was moundd 
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,t the  latter place through both thighs, on the last day of the battle,- 
on the 7th of April, 1862. He was sent to the hospital at Louisville, 

17-11ere lle lay until the 13th of May, when he went home on 
, disellage fr~dough ; 011 the 27th of July following he mas enrolled in 
the 107t11.011io Vols., but was rejected for his minority. H e  enlisted 

third t i~ne,  on the 27th of July, 1863, in Co. G, 46th Penn. Vols., 
was engaged at  Raccoon Ford. Lookout Nountain, Mission Ridge, 

Resaca, Bnrn t Hickory and Peach Tree Creek. EIe marched to the 
sea, tl~rough the Carolinas and Virginia, to Wasl~ington City, where 
his military career terrrlinated in the grand reriew of Sherman's 
army, on the 2331 ofMag., 1865. H e  mas mustered out on the 16th of 
July followiz~g. Mr. Bartges was married on the 23d of October: 1877, 
to E. Ford, who was born on the 31st of January, 1852. They 
have one child, Olivena, born on the 15th of Deceolber, 18'78. 

Emory F. Birch, Rossville, drnggist. was born near At tica, Indiana, 
on the 7th of October, lS45. H e  is a son of Tllornas and Love N. 
(Satchel) Birch. H e  erlrolled in Co. G, 40th Ind. Vols., and mustered 
into United States service on the 10th of October, 1861 ; fought in the 
battles of Shiloh, Mission Ridge, Buzzard Roost, Rock\- Face Ridge, 
Dallas, Kenesarv Noontain, Peach Tree Creek, Jonesborongh, Frank- 
lin and  Nashville. Veterarled on the 1st of February, 1863, and was 
mustered out on the 24th of February, 1866. On retnrning from the 
army he engaged in rner~ant~ile pursuits in Attics, Indiana, and has fol- 
losed the same since that  time. R e  rnoved and located a t  Rossville, 
Vernlilion county, Illinois, at  the close of the year 1869. Mr. Birch 
nas married on the 7th of October, 116S, to Miss Anna, daughter of 
Joseph M. Satterthaait, who was born on the 2d of January, 1847. 
They have had four children : Earnest L.. Edith L., Edgar L., who 
died on the 11th of October, 1873, and Ham!- W. In politics he is a 
repnldican . 
wm. 8. Demaree, Rosscille, irnplelnent dealer, was born in Park 

conntr, Indiana, on the 5th of March, 184-1: and is the son of Samuel 
2nd gancy ( C r ~ r r ~ )  Demaree. His early life was spent in cnltivatirlg 
afarm. On tile 15th of September, 1861, he enlisted in Co. H, 38rh 
Ind.Vols., and bore an honorable part in the battles of Pe r rp i l l e  and 
Stone Ri1-er. H e  \+-as mustered out in Na-, 1863, on account of 
chronic diarrhea, from the ef£'ecta of 11-hicll he still snff'e'ers in some 
degee. He was married on the 30th of October, 1S66, to Perlina B. 
Watson. I n  1871 he removed to Illinois, and located near Rossrille, 
Vermilion countj-, Illinois, where he farmed until the spring of 1875, 
When he  rented his place and moved to Rossville and operled an agri- 
c~lt~ral inlplement hoIlse. H e  is still pnrsning this branch of trade. 
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Mr. Demaree was village trustee from May, 1375, to May, 1876, and is 
now police magistrate of the town. H e  is the father of five living Chi]- 
dren : Omar I., Mary U., Nancylena, Bertha L. and Mag ie  W. Be is 
a member of the Presbyterian church, in which he has been a ruling 
elder since 1874. I n  politics he is a republican. 

Francis D. Tomlinson, Rossville, farmer, was born in Warren coun- 
ty, Indiana, near Marsl~field, on the 25th of March, 1842, and is a son 
of Jesse and Mary (McFarland) Tomlinson. In 1853 his parents died, 
leaving him an orphan. H e  lived with his brother-in-law-, Enoch wat 
kins, by whom he was raised, until of age. Afterward he  attended the 
Wabash College, at Crawfordsrille, Indiana, nearly two years; then 
went to work on a farm of four hundred and forty acres of wild land 
which had descended to him from his father's estate. This is situated 
in sections 14, 19, 22, 23 and 24, town 22, range 11. He owns twenty- 
nine acres near Marshfield, Indiana. H e  has added by purchase till 
now his landed property amounts to five hundred and thirty-one acres, 
valued at $16,000. H e  was married on the 12th of November, 1872, 
to  Matiida C. Young, daughter of Chas. S. 1-oung, an old and wealthv 
settler of Vermilion county. Mr. Tomlinson is the father of the fol- 
lowing children: Mary Jessie, who died on the 10th of September, 
1874; Walter D., who died on the 25th of July, 1876, and Elizabeth 
Frances. H e  is a rnetnber of the republican party, and his wife of the 
M. E. church. 

Harry Shannon, Rossville, postmaster and notary, mas born in 
Shelby county, Kentucky, on the 23d of April, 1841, a i d  is the son of 
Hugh and Catharine (Harrod) Shannon. H e  mas bred to agricultural 
pursuits. H e  enlisted, on the 4th of September, 1861, in Co. H: 34th 
Ind. Vol. Inf., and mas mustered into the service of the United States 
on the 21st of the same month. The following are the conspicuous 
events in his military career : Operations at Island No. 10, battles of 
New Madrid, Port Gibson, and Baker's Creek or Champion Hills, and 
the siege of' Vicksburg. H e  reenlisted on the 14th of December, 1863, 
irhen his regiment '' veteraned." On the 13th of May, 1866, before 
news of the termination of the war had reached that distant qnarter: 
he, wit11 three or four hundred of his command, fell into a slnall en- 
aagernent on the Rio Gmnde, and on the old Palo ~ l t ' o  battle-~rouud- cl, 

Eighty of them, himself with the number, were captured and heldas 
prisoners of war eight days, when they were released on parole. He 
filled all the non-commissioned offices in his company, and 0x1 the Ist 
of August, 1865, was commissioned first lieu tenant. He  mas ~lluste*ed 
out on the 3d of February, 1866. Inlrnediately on quitting the armI 
he attended two terms at the Kok-onlo Normal School, and after that 
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taught for several years during the minter season. H e  was married on 
the 10th of October, 1872, to Mary A. Jones, daughter of John I?. 
Jones, one of the earliest settlers of vermilion county, Illinois. He 
settled in Ross township in 1878, and has been postmaster a t  Rossville 
since January, 1579 ; and was connected with the office as an assistant 
for three pears prior to that time. H e  is the father of one child: 
Frank Curtis, born on the 29th of June, 1877. H e  is a republican, and 
, nlember of the Christian church. 

Elnil H. Langhans, Rossville, merchant, was born in Aurich King 
don1 of Hanover, Germany, on the 9th of April, 1836, and is the son 
d John and Louisa (Clemens) Langhans. H e  was instructed in the 
regular schools of the country, and was four years ander the private 
totorship of the Rev. Hulcher. At seventeen he came from the 
Fatherland, and settled a t  Canton, Ohio, where he was employed by 
his nncle in a store four gears. H e  went to Wooster, Ohio: and en- 
o a ~ e d  in business for himself four or five years ; then traveled in Mid- 
5 3 

Tennessee, looking for a business location; but signs of the war 
appearing, he returued north, and went into business in Lafayette, 
Indiana, part of the time as principal, part of the time as employ-6. 
In 1862 he employed a substitute for the nine-months service, paying 
him one hundred dollars. H e  served in Co. E of an Indiana militia 
regiment CI six weeks, in pursuit of Johi Morgan. E e  recruited in Co. 
K, 50th Ind. Vo1s.- one--year men,-and was commissiolled captain. 
He served in Virginia, chiefly in the Shenandoah, participating in sonle 
skirmishes. After the war Mr. Langhans resumed his former occnpa- 
tion, a portion of the time as commercial traveler in the u~holesale dry- 
goods business. I n  1878 he settled in Rossville, this county, where h e  
has continned in mercantile pursuits. H e  was married to Elizabeth 
Black in January, 1855. He is the father of three living children : 
Elnil D., Doretta and Edward G. H e  is an independent in politics, 
2nd a Methodist. 

Ritchie 8. S. Williams, Rossville, tnnsic teacher, was born in what 
Ras then Greenbrier conntv, Virginia, on the 18th of >fay, 1824, and 
is the son of Richard and" Thankful (Morrison) TVilliarns. H e  was 
educated a t  Winchest.er? Virginia, and afterward took a full course of 
msie at the Friendsllip Mtlsical Acaderny, Nevi 1-ork. H e  followed 

1 the profession of school-teaching eight or ten years at first, but after 
that devoted his time principallj: to instruction in music. In IS46 he 
left Virginia and settled at. Lafayette, Indiana. H e  lived there a fen- 
Sears, and removed to Delphi: where he married Miss Sarah A. Reed, 

the 13th of January, 1850. I n  1 8 6 2 h e  removed to Brookeston, 
residing there till 18.73, &en he located a t  Rossville,Vermilion county, 
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Illinois. ~ r .  Williams is the father of one son, Wright, born on the 
10th of July, 1852. H e  is a republican in politics. 

Oscar Soderberg, Rossville, railroad agent and operator? was born 
near Stockholm, Sweden, on the 27th of Jnly, 1844. He is a son of 
Robert and Catharina (Malmberg) Soderberg. b H e  was educated at the 
high-school at Linkoping, attending there most of the tifile before he 
came to America, in 1869, and acquiring a classical education. On his 
arrival from Sweden he spent two years working on a farm near N ~ -  
mence, Eankalcee county, Illinois, after which he became employed on 
the Chicago, Danville & Vincennes railroad, where he learned tele- 
&aphy. H e  then took charge of the Grant oEce above Momence one b 

year, when he was transferred to Rossville, where he has remained the 
past five years. H e  was married on the 16th of October, 1572, to Niss 
Mary Young, daughter of Rev. Timothy C. and Margaret Ponng. 
Mrs. Soderbeg was born on the 17th of April, 1852, in the town of 
Cornwall, Connecticut, and became an orphan by the death of her 
mother on the 23d of the same month. They have two children: 
Carl, born on the 6th of October, 1873, and Walter, born on the 15th 
of September, 1876. Mr. Soderberg is a republican, and both he and 
his wife are members of the Presbyterian church. 

Washington Watson, Rossville, banker, was born in Portage county, 
Ohio, on the 16th of July, 1855, and is the son of Stephen and Eliza- 
beth (Clark) Watson. His parents moved to Parke county, Indiana, 
then to La Salle county, Illinois, when he was quite young. His early 
life was passed on a farm. Afterward he ran a combined flouring and 
planing mill, and carried on the building business in conjunction with 
i t  until 1874, when he settled in Rossville, where he has since kept a 
banking house. H e  is agent for the German Fire Insurance CO. of 
Peoria, and loans money 011 real estate. Mr. Watson was married on 
the 20th of August, 1854, to Char1ott.e M. Worth, who died on the 
22d of January, 1870. H e  then married again, on the 8th of Febr- 
ary, 18'71, to Udora W. Dewalt. 

Newton L. Bowman, Rossville, farmer, was born in Lawrence 
county, Indiana, on the 23d of May, 1858, and was reared a farmer- 
H e  attended the high school a t  Bedford, Indiana, three years, 2nd 
afterward two terms at college. Quitting school, he began as a dr?- 
goods clerk at Assnmption, Illinois. Four years later he mellt to  

farming. H e  was married on the 30t.h of October, 1878, to Olivia 
Maddox, who was born on the 7th of December, 1848. Her mother 
died when she was very young. Her fhther, Nelson Maddox, was a 
New Light minister, and preached about thirty-five years. He filled 
the offices of justice of the peace and constable in Danville township 
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manv years, and was an extensive dealer in cattle, which he bongllt, 
fed and drove to Chicago. He was born on the 10th of June, 1810, 

died on the 15th of March, 1815. H e r  brother Franklin was born 
on the 14th of December, 1850 ; an engraver by trade; was apprenticed 
to 8. N. Nonroe, of Danville, with whom he was employed nt the 
time of his death, which resulted from cerebro-spinal meningitis, on 
the 12th of March, 1573. H e  was a member of the Kimber M. E. 
Church of Dsznville, very  exemplar^ in his life, and a great favorite 
~ i t h  all. Mr. Bowman is s republican. H e  owns eighty acres of' land, 
north $8,500. 

John Milligan, Rossrille, grain dealer, was born in the count*y of 
Fermanagh, Ireland, on the 19th of February, 1835, and i s  the soh of 
John and Fanny (Funston) Mil1iga.n. H e  was reared a farmer. At 
theage of seventeen he came, in company with his brother Oliverj to  
Toronto, Canada, and next e a r  (1852) the whole family came and 
bought a farm of two hundred and nine acres in the county oib Simcoe, 
fifto miles north of Toronto, where his father still lives. Here the 
subject of this sketch worked about four gears, when he obtained the 
position of steward of the Provincial Lunatic Asylnm, Toronto, which 
he reta,ined until 1863, when he was transferred to the Malden Lunatic 
Asylum at Amherstburgh, county of Essex, continuing in this position 
six pears. H e  was married on the 26th of January, 186% to Caroline ' 
Charlotte Crane, who was born in Suffolk, England, on the 28th of 
Februarj, 1838, and emigrated with her parents to Galt, Canada, in 
1853. Mrs. Milligan was appointed matron of the Malden Asylum, 
and discharged the duties of that position three gears, and until her 
husband severed his connection with the institution. In July, 1875, 
the family came to the states and settled in Rossville, Vermilion coun- 
ty, Illinois, where Mr. Milligan opened a general store in conlpany 
rith his brother-in-law, Oscar G. Crane. I n  the fall of 1878 he sold 
his interest to his partner, and is now engaged in handling grain. He 
is. tile father of three children: Mary Mand, Frances Caroline and . 
Edith Blanche. Mr. and Mrs. Milligan are rneinbers of the Episcopal 
church. 

George W. Akers? Alvin, physician and surgeon, \?-as born in P u t -  
nam county, Indiana, on the 20th of March, 1839, and is a son of 
Thomas and Margaret (Allen) Akers. H e  was reared a farmer ; studied 
medicine under Dr. Cross, a prominent physicifin of Bainbridge, Pnt- 
Dam county. U ,  Indiana, and attended a course of lect~lres at the college 
of physicians and surgeons a t  Kansas Citv. Cl r Missouri, in the winter of 
5 .  During the winter of 1877-8 he attended a second course at 
the College of P21ysieians and Surgeons at Indianapolis, Indiana, %nd 
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,graduated on the 22d day of February, 1878. H e  received from the 
medical college of Indiana, on the 28th of February, 1879, an 
eundem degree. I n  December, 1863, he settled at Paola, Miami county, 
Kansas; lived there twelve years and removed to Vermilion comt~,  
Illinois, and settled at Gilbert, and afterward at Alvin, on the removal 
of the former 'place. H e  was married on the 22d of March, 1860, to 
Maggie M. Steele. H e  was a charter member of the Miami Countv 
Kansas Medical Society, which was organized in 1868, and is a member 
of the North Vermilion and of the Vermilion County Medical Societies. 
H e  has contributed to the follon-ing medical journals : " Cincinnati 
Repertory," " Lancet " and " Observer," of Cincinnati, and the "9meri- 
can Practitioner " of' Louisville and Indianapolis. Mr. Akers has been 
a reporter for country papers where he has lived the past twelve or 

- 

thirteen years. His pen has been employed in literary ventures through 
the press at different times. H e  is at present correspondent of the 
" Danville Commercial." He has been a member of the Presbyterian 
church for twenty years. In  politics Mr. Akers is a republican. 

Joseph S. Christman, Rossville, farmer, was born on the 30th of 
January, 1854, in Warren county, Indiana. H e  is the son of Isaac and 
Elizabeth (Gnndy) Christman. H e  nTas reared a farmer. I n  Decem- 
ber, 1871, ht? entered Bryant & Stratton's Commercial College, Indi- 
anapolis, and graduated in May, 1872. In  the fall he began clerking 
in a dry-goods store in Attica, and early in the following pear went to 
Indianapolis and engaged in merchandising until the fall of 1875, when 
he came to Rossville and took a position behind the counter in tlte 
establishment of W. J. Henderson &. Co., retaining the same until the 
spring of 1878. 

George W. Salmans, Rossville, attorney, was born i n  Vinton co~~nty. 
Ohio, on the 9th of January, 1849, and is the son of George and Re- 
becca (Hudson) Salmans. He was a student at Evans' Union College, 
State Line City, for fifteen mouths. H e  taught district school half the 

. time for ten years- just sixty montl~s. I n  the fall of IS71 he entered 
the law department of the Illichigan University, attending lectures one 
term. . From this time till the fall of 1875 he worked on a fann, taught 
school and read law privately, when he returned to the university, fin- 
ished his course, and graduated on the 29th of March, 1876. Heestab- 
lisiled himself at once at Rossvill e, where he is successfully practicing 
his profession. He was married on the 12th of October, 1876, to Ra- 
chel Alison, daughter of Mark 111. Alison. H e  is the father of one 
child: Edn-in, born on the 7th of May, 1878. H e  is an independent 
in politics and in religion. 

James A. Williams, Alvin, hardware and lumber dealer, was 
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in LaFayette, Indians, on the 8th of November, 1845, and is a son of 
Earrisoll and Hannah (Gish) Williams. He. was bred to farming, and 
liwd near Pond Grove, in  Warren county, Indiana, until 1873, \ohen 
he began traveling for the benefit of his health, meantime studying 
medicine, and graduating at  the Hygieo-Therapeutic College, at Flor- 
ence Heights, New Jersey, on the 10th day of April, 18'76, delivering 
the valedictory address of his class on that occasion. I n  the winter of 
18731: he took the course in Drew's Business College, and graduated 
on the 2d of March, 1874. I n  1864 he enlisted in the 135th Ind. Vols., 
rregiment of one-hundred-days men. H e  Kas married on the 17th of 
April, 1879, to Sarah E. Sallnans. I n  March, 1877, he located in 
Alvin, where he has since carried on the lumber and hardware trade. 
In politics Mr. Williams is a republican. 

GRAKT TOWNSHIP. 

Grant to'irnship was, until 1862, a portion of Ross, and as now con- 
stituted, occupies the northeastern corner of the county, having Indiana 
for its eastern boundary, Iroquois county for its northern, Butler town- 
ship for its western, and Ross for its southern. I t  is rectangular in 
shape; is twelve and one-half miles long by seven and one-half wide, 
containing fifty-eight tho~lsand eight hundred and eighty acres, being 
the largest township in the county. I t  contains all of tonnships 23, 
range 11 and 23, range 12: one and one-half miles off the north side of 
tonnships 22, range 11 and 22, range 12, and a narrow strip of the 
west side of 88, range 10 and 23 range 10. It was almost entirely 
prairie, having but a fern acres of timber near the center of its southern 
line, known as Bicknell's Point, and formed the great treeless " divide ?' 

between the head waters of the Vermilion and of the Iroquois. -1s 
late as 1860 but little of its land had been brought into cnltivation, 
although the great highx-ay of travel frorn the sonth to Chicago ran 
directly across its center twenty-five p a r s  before that time. Wllen in 
1872 the railroad was built through it but few farms \\-ere intersected. 
The great prairie from Bicknell's Point stretching north was the dread 
of the earlv settler when became benighted on his return from Chi- 
c%oafter a ten days' trip to that their only market. The dark, stormy? 
vintry nights carried terror to inany a honsehold when it mas feared 
that the father or husband or son was tr)-ing to find his Kay home over 
the treeless waste of the great diride. 

single incident of such tragic nature as to be told over and over 
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